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Standing with Kumamoto, 
Once Again 

We extend our heartfelt sympathies to everyone affected by the recent 

earthquake and to all the people of Kumamoto. By a remarkable turn of 

events, our cover artist, Bunta Inoue, was visiting Kumamoto on the very 

day the earthquake struck to attend a meeting related to recovery efforts 

following the Kumamoto Earthquake ten years ago. He experienced the 

powerful tremors together with the people there. 

Having long felt a deep connection with Kumamoto, Inoue regards this 

experience as more than a mere coincidence. In addition to continuing to 

support Kumamoto through his own art, he has begun a new initiative to 

assist the region together with artists and athletes from a wide range of 

fields with whom he shares close ties. 

Hiragana Times stands together 

with Inoue and will continue to 

consider how we, as a publisher, 

can offer  support  through 

w o r d s  and c u l t u r e  w h i l e  

remaining alongside Kumamoto 

on its path toward recovery and 

reconstruction. 

We sincerely pray for the safety 

of everyone in the affected 

a r e a s  and for the e a r l i e s t  

possible return of peaceful and 

secure daily life. 
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Bunta Inoue looking at the earthquake-damaged 
stone walls of Kumamoto Castle. 
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How to enjoy Hiragana Times, the "Hybrid Magazine with Apps" 

Download the Hiragana Times app, create your own account, and enter 
the ID and PW for this month's issue to read it on the app. 
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