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Born in Osaka City. Since 1990, he studied 
under the late Kuniyoshi Kaneko. He has 
produced numerous fusuma paintings, 
murals, and ceiling paintings at shrines and 
temples throughout Japan. 
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Since 1999, he has maintained an atelier in 
Tateyama City, Chiba Prefecture, where he 
has pursued creative activities uncon­
strained by existing artistic genres. With the 
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integration of life and nature and prayers 
for peace as his central themes, he continues 
to deepen his expression while engaging 
with traditional Japanese culture. 
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He served as puppet designer and art 
director for the NHK puppet theater 
productions New The Three Musketeers and 
Sherlock Holmes. 
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He has also been involved in activities that 
connect local communities and art, includ­
ing vehicle wrapping designs for express 
buses operating between Tateyama and 
Tokyo, as well as the production of tourism 
posters. In 2025, he dedicated a large ceiling 
painting to Kato Shrine in Kumamoto City. 
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Download the Hiragana Times app, create your own account, and enter 
the ID and PW for this month's issue to read it on the app. 
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Currently, Inoue is taking on the challenge 
of creating "Reiwa Ukiyo--e." While placing 
the forms and spirit of the Edo period at the 
core of his work, he boldly mixes contempo­
rary scenery, fashion, information, and 
cultures from around the world. His work 
presents a new form of ukiyo--e that depicts 
a vision of harmony and coexistence in an 
age of division. 
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Beginning in 2026, the Reiwa Ukiyo--e Series 
by Bunta Inoue will be launched on the 
covers of Hiragana Times. From Edo to the 
future. The continuation of Edo begins here. 
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