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The Treasure Bearer
Who Left No Name
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This month's cover features the work "Shin Hakkenden: Inuta
Kobungo, Treasure" by the painting madman, Bunta Inoue.
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It depicts Inuta Kobungo, a hero from the classic tale "Nanso
Satomi Hakkenden," riding a sea turtle and carrying treasures
on his back.
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Look closely at the English word "present." It is made of two
parts: "pre" — beforehand, and "sent" — delivered.
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In other words, the present moment itself feels like something
overflowing with gifts already given to us.
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In Japanese, after a meal, we murmur "Gochisosama" — a
word that carries within it the meaning: "To all those who ran
around for the sake of this meal, thank you."
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"Farmers, fishermen, cooks, and those who quietly set the table

— it is a word of gratitude for a pre-sent table, laden with their
love, effort, and care.
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This issue's theme is Shinobi — the way of those who never
sought to leave their name.

SEORET -V FB"U\J ——%éﬁ%?" EELA

ZhITS>  E<LwS theme

H%LEQE%ﬁTT
HD A e

We still live in an age that praises those who display their
power.
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Yet against that backdrop, the shinobi's way poses a quiet
question:
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To act without leaving a name, to give without seeking reward,
to simply do what must be done.
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Perhaps this is not only the way of the shinobi. All around us,
there are people who leave no mark — yet keep moving,
quietly, for the sake of someone else.
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"The day of the Lord will come like a thief’ — so says the Bible.
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The salvation that truly matters does not arrive with fanfare —
it comes quietly, before we even notice.
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Even today, out at sea, the treasures of our tomorrow are being
carried forward.
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And the one riding on the turtle's back — he, too, is someone
who seeks no applause.
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https://apps.apple.com/jp/app/hiragana-times/id729245159?l=en-US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=co.appedu.hiragana&pcampaignid=web_share
https://weincorporated.typeform.com/to/PzozsBuK
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https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/04/jp_style.mp3

Who Were
the Shinobi?
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Though known worldwide as ninja,
the term ninja only became widely
used in Japan in the 1950s, triggered
by novels featuring ninja such as
Futaro Yamada's The Kouga Ninja
Scrolls and Ryotaro Shiba's Owl's
Castle. Before then, they went by
many names depending on the

region — shinobi, rappa, suppa, kusa,

and others.
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The kanji 7 (nin), used in both ninja
and shinobi, carries the meaning
of acting in secret, unseen by
others. True to their name, shinobi
were those who stayed unnoticed,
vanished from sight, and left no

trace.
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Moreover, when we turn our
attention to the sound of shinobi
as a Yamato kotoba — an ancient
Japanese word — shi calls to mind
silence, no suggests connection, and
bi (hi) evokes a beauty held within.
From the perspective of kototama,
the belief that sounds carry spiritual
meaning, the very sound of shinobi

mirrors the essence of who they were.
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Otomo no Saijin, said to have
served Prince Shotoku (February 7,
574 — April 8, 622), was skilled in
intelligence work, and according
to legend was given the title &

BE & (shinobi) in recognition of











https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/04/news_r.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/04/e-news_r.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/04/j-news_r.mp3



https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/04/nebw.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/04/e-nebw.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/04/j-nebw.mp3
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https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/02/j-20-21.mp3
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https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/04/e-voice_w.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/04/j-voice_w.mp3
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https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/04/j-word_l.mp3
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https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/04/j-savvy.mp3



















