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Setsubun — The Divide
Between Seasons,
Driving Out Evil

with Beans
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This month's cover features the work "Shin Hakkenden: Inuta
Kobungo, Setsubun" by the painting madman, Bunta Inoue.
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The painting depicts Inuta Kobungo, a hero from the classic
tale "Nanso Satomi Hakkenden," confronting an oni — a
demon.
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The word "setsubun” is written with characters meaning "to
divide the seasons."
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Until the Edo period, it referred to the day before each of the
four seasonal turning points: Risshun (the start of spring),
Rikka (summer), Risshii (autumn), and Ritto (winter).
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Over time, only the eve of Risshun remained as Setsubun, as it
marked the beginning of the new year in the traditional
Japanese calendar.
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Setsubun is an occasion to cast out evil before welcoming a
new season and a new year — by throwing beans.
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People scatter beans while shouting "Oni wa soto, fuku wa
uchi!" — "Demons out, fortune in!"
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Why beans? It is said that "mame," the word for beans, can also
be written with characters meaning "to destroy evil."
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In Japan, there is also an ancient belief that the human soul has
four aspects: Aramitama, the spirit of courage; Kushimitama,
the spirit of wisdom; Sachimitama, the spirit of love; and
Nigimitama, the spirit of harmony.
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The kanji for "tamashii" (soul) contains the character for "oni"
(demon) within it.
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The oni is not something that comes from far away. It is also
the fierce force that dwells within our own hearts.
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By calming the oni within and channeling it as inner strength,
we send fortune outward.
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Delivering fortune to those around us — that is precisely why

some regions chant "Oni wa uchi, fuku wa soto!" — "Demons
in, fortune out!"
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Setsubun marks the divide between seasons, but perhaps it is
also a day to set our own hearts in order.
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Born in America, baseball crossed ﬂﬁ
the ocean to Japan, where it was A
transformed into “Yakyu.” It evolved \
into a unique culture, layered

not only with physical skills but

with respect, unyielding effort, and
compassion for one’s teammates. As 2
symbol of this evolution, there is a stage
that has been giving birth to stories for over

a century. That stage is “Koshien.”

N

7XUﬁT£EbLN—ZT~NH E$LFD
America feh U &> baseball < Fh bifc
r%ﬁJtEDibh &thTﬁ< %@ﬁn ﬁ%%
/u’DlL.\f)\iE%\bn ){EE(DK{K’\tﬁ’DT\z\gibﬁ.o %

b TID

DR E LT mOEMLkbLDWE%EﬂhHTéL

LESBEED kWO &S

%éﬁ%bi?o%nﬁrﬁﬁgjfﬁo

s



The “Apparatus”
Thatndade]apanese
Baseball the Best in
the World
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In recent years, Japanese players
thriving in Major League Baseball
have garnered global attention. Shohei
Ohtani, in particular, continues
to rewrite the very conventions of
the sport as a “two-way” player—
excelling as both a pitcher and a
hitter. But why are Japanese players
so highly valued in America, the
birthplace of baseball? Where were
their athleticism and skills nurtured,
and by what spirit were they guided?
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Where Baseball
Became “Yakyu”
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Baseball
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Of course, it goes without saying that
their exceptional individual effort
and talent are what yield these results.
Yet, the force that has underpinned
that effort and driven players as a
clear, definitive goal is Koshien. It is
the stage dreamed of by everyone,
from elementary school children just
starting the game to high schoolers
aiming to turn pro. When people hear
“Koshien,” they envision the stadium;
and to say “I played at Koshien”
signifies that one hag competed in
the National High School Baseball
Championship.
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In this tournament, where young
ballplayers clash with all their
might aiming for the summit
of approximately 3,400 schools
nationwide, about 900,000 spectators
pack the stands each year, while tens
of millions watch on television. This is
not merely a venue for competition; it
is a place where the values of Japanese

baseball are condensed.
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Shohei Ohtani stood on this “Koshien” stage as
a member of Hanamaki Higashi High School,
representing Iwate Prefecture. Ichiro stood there
as a player for Aikodai Meiden High School,
representing Aichi Prefecture. Many of the
Japanese players currently starring in the Major
Leagues aimed for “Koshien” during their high
school days, and a great number of them actually

experienced that stage.
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«“Koshien,” where the passion of millions of

Japanese people reaches a fever pitch and where

Koshien:

their collective gaze and spirit collide, is the very
apparatus that has led Japanese baseball to the
top of the world. What did Japanese players,
including today’s Major Leaguers, experience
at “Koshien”? What did they etch into their

souls? Let us embark on a journey to trace these

origins.
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A Stadium Born for High School Baseball
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The birthplace of high school baseballin Japan. BADE

This year, on March 19th, “Spring
Koshien”—the 98th National
High School Baseball Invitational
Tournament—will open. Thirty-
two schools selected from across
the country will participate. In the
summer, “‘Summer Koshien” will
be held, where 49 schools that won
through the qualifiers will clash.
Outside of the high school baseball

period, it is used as the home field

for the local professional team,

i ki
Toyonaka Baseball Field in 1915 (Toyonaka City, Osaka) Wit i ing

). 1915 FELESDBFES (RBRAFEHT) o

4
Ep>50&5 p
" 3P Fs
the Hanshin Tigers. However, this = t‘-—. [
“Koshien” has a history of being built Ve
- . ’ 8 slnavEg
originally for high school baseball. e _

SEH3F19H, "EORTF
Z &L no 5 3% 5 UL
B, & 98 MBRRASEERYE
Zh =N MVBAEDZSESMN TSP

BRASHEELET, 2ENS

EwSfchbhny A L A<

BEnf 32 RH\LH. Bl Li?

x5 25 LeoLss 5o

BEBSE EN - 49 RAVHZET

¥A b B 5 FEES

3 TE0RFRE) NMTbhbnEd,
S A AR VA

= B EF IR D HARE DUAN (&, oD EK

I3Z5PEe5  F pA L AN CoeEw>

cBREY AT — R DR &

Zh I BALA Tigers FAEL B

LTERINTWVWEYT, L.

L &>
CORFEE brbiARY
ROfHCBES NI E WS E
S FAED n&

5:375“35 DEI,

&

Opening ceremony of Japan's first high school basebal

1915 5. RIS | EARDBRE (Al - Beh !l championship, 1915 (Toyonaka Stadium, Osaka).
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In 1915, the first National Middle
School Baseball Championship
(currently the National High School
Baseball Championship) was held at
Toyonaka Stadium in Osaka. There
were only 73 participating schools.
However, its popularity skyrocketed
after that, and Toyonaka Stadium
could no longer accommodate the
spectators. That is why Koshien
Stadium was constructed. The initial
capacity was approximately 50,000. It
was an unprecedented scale for a high

school tournament.
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Tsubakuro is the mascot of the Tokyo Yakult Swallows He grew to become a mascot that represents Japanese
(a Japanese professional baseball team) His uniform professional baseball.
number is "2896" (tsu-ba-ku-ro-u).
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T &£5%&>  Yakult Swallows mascot sennsyu wo shinogu ninnki wo hokori
8 toukyou’yakuruto’suwaro-zu no masukotto the players that rivals popularity boasting
{\ the Tokyo Yakult Swallows of the mascot
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<35 LTS 21E< 35 nihonn puro’yakyuu wo daihyou’suru
tsubakurou se’banngou ha tsu-ba-ku-rou Japanese professional baseball that represents
Tsubakuro uniform number is "2896"
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mascot #hb&5
masukotto heto seichou shimashita
a mascot to become he grew

Since his debut in 1994, he has been loved for his
sharp-tongued humor and free-spirited character.
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1994 in his debut since
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his sharp-tongued humor and free-spirited character
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de aisarete kimashita
for he has been loved

Wearing a costume weighing over 20 kilograms, he -'—J;'I“'

continued to thrill fans even under the blazing sun.
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nijyukkiro’goe no kigurumi- wo minimatoi uro for 30 years.
over 20 kilograms weighing a costume wearing
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enntennka demo fann wo sono’ninnki wo sasa_eta noha sannjyuu’nenn’kann
under the blazing sun even fans to that popularity behind was for 30 years
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wakase tsuduke mashita tsubakurou wo  ennji tsuduketa  hitori no dannsei deshita
thrill continued Tsubakuro played one man who
n In 2022, he achieved a first in baseball history: appearing ﬂ Over time, he became Tsubakuro, and Tsubakuro became

in 2,000 home games. him.
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nisenn’nijyuu’ni nenn niha kyuukai’shijyou’hatsu no itsushika ~ kare ga  tsubakurou ni nari  tsubakurou ga
2022 in a first in baseball history over time he Tsubakuro  became  Tsubakuro
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syusai’jiai nisenn’jiai syutsujyou wo tassei kare ni natte imashita
in home games 2,000 appearing achieved him became
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English + English Japanese
Japanese
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In Japan, a structure has long existed in which politicians
backed by the bloc votes of religious organizations hold
national office.
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Japan was once a nation where prayer and governance
were one and the same.
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Z1FA LwdELdEAEN ZLEVES nihonn ha katsute inori to matsurigoto ga
nihonn deha syuukyou’danntai no  soshikihyou  ni Japan once prayer and governance were
in Japan religious organizations of the bloc votes by
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sasae rareta  seijika ga kokusei wo ninau kouzou ga one and the same a nation was
backed politicians  hold national office  a structure
ESEBENTNS The Emperor was a "priestly sovereign,” devoted to
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naganenn tsuduite iru
has long existed

Despite the principle of separation of religion and state,
the sense that this is abnormal is fading.

praying for the well-being of the people, who were called
"Omitakara" — the great treasure of the nation.
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tennnou ha saishi’ou toshite oomi’takara to yobareta
the Emperor a "priestly sovereign" "Omitakara" were called
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seikyou’bunnri no gennsoku ga arinagara L Bh BRI LD THEWD
separation of religion and state of the principle despite kokuminn no annnei wo inoru sonnzai de atta
devoted to praying for the well-being who was
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ushinaware tsutsuaru
is fading

sorewo ijyou to kannjiru kannkaku sura
the sense that this is abnormal
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Participating in politics based on one's faith is a legiti-
mate right in a democracy.

In time, Buddhism arrived from the continent —
something akin to what we would now call MBA-style
management methods.
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yagate tairiku kara imade iu  emubi-e-"shiki no
in time from the continent what we would now call to MBA-style
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shinnkou ni motoduite seiji ni sannka suru koto ha keiei’syuhou no youna ) _ bukkyou ga - motarasareta
one's faith based on participating in politics is management methods something akin Buddhism arrived
FEHEIC 175 EHLERE
E/u Le b%% 7 HNE> ,E, UJ ° n The "CEO" of the era, Prince Shotoku, established systems
minnsyu’syugi ni okeru seitou na kennri da of law and rank, and governed the nation through
a democracy in a legitimate right Buddhist principles.
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When politicians are elected through bloc votes directed

the era of the "CEO" Prince Shotoku systems of law and rank

by religious organizations, it can hardly be called the will L. ILBOES < EZEAH,
of the people. O Ro%&d Uhh <12 s
seibishi bukkyou no rinenn de kuni wo osameta
[ established Buddhist principles through governed the nation
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syuukyou’danntai no shiji ni yoru soshiki’hyou de
religious organizations of directed by bloc votes through
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erabareta seiji’ka ga kokusei wo ninau kotoha
when elected politicians are hold national office
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minni toha yobenai

the will of the people can hardly be called
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Japanese is an isolated language that developed
independently in an island nation located at the edge of
the Eurasian continent. This language, with its
unparalleled complexity, can express even the subtlest
nuances.

Japan, while being an advanced country, has a unique
traditional culture woven into daily life. This culture is
not only deeply tied to the Japanese language, but it is
also no exaggeration to say that the language itself has
nurtured the culture.

In recent years, many earthenware artifacts dating back
around 15,000 years have been discovered in Japan,
archaeologically proving that civilization existed at that
time. This has led to the perspective that Japan should
be classified as an "isolated civilization," distinct from
Chinese civilization.

What is even more intriguing is that no weapons
have been found among the excavated items. It is
believed that Japan enjoyed over 10,000 years of
peace, which may have influenced the character of
the Japanese people.

Even in modern Japan, unique cultural practices exist.
For example, there are spotless public facilities with no
litter, a rich food culture that incorporates dishes from
various countries, trains that run on time, elementary
school children going to school by themselves, safe
streets where people can walk at night, and moral
behaviors such as turning in a lost wallet to the police
instead of keeping it for oneself.

Could it be that these cultures and morals have been
created, nurtured, and preserved by the Japanese
people?
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https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/02/20-21.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/02/e-20-21.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/02/j-20-21.mp3






https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/03/20-25.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/03/e-20-25.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/03/j-20-25.mp3






https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/03/28-29.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/03/e-28-29.mp4
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/03/j-28-29.mp5






https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2026/03/32.mp3







