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Born in Osaka, Japan. Bunta Inoue 
began studying under the late painter 
Kuniyoshi Kaneko in 1990. Since 2006, 
he has produced fusuma-e (sliding-door 
paintings), murals, and other works for 
Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples 
throughout Japan. 
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He served as puppet designer and art 
supervisor for the NHK puppet drama 
Shin Sanjushi (2009-2010) and for the 
series Sherlock Holmes (2014-2015), 
both written by Koki Mitani. 
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Working from his atelier established 
in Tateyama City, Chiba Prefecture, in 
1999, Inoue continues to develop a body 
of work that transcends conventional 
artistic genres. His themes-rooted in 
life, nature, coexistence, and prayers for 
peace-are expressed through collabora­
tions with the international marine con­
servation organization OCEANA, as 
well as through ongoing engagement 
with Japan's traditional culture. 
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How to enjoy Hiragana Times, the "Hybrid Magazine with Apps" 

Download the Hiragana Times app, create your own account, and enter 
the ID and PW for this month's issue to read it on the app. 
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He has also contributed actively to revi­
talizing the Minamiboso region, creating 
artwork for highway-bus wraps between 
Tateyama and Tokyo, as well as various 
tourism posters. In 2025, he dedicated a 
major ceiling painting to Kato Shrine in 
Kumamoto City. 

ffi�~ *E'trdJ(l)��/ \A(l)]i[�(l) 5 'Y
tcT"\!J* C3�J:31J,A, L?"t< bus U-¥> tel.' 

�'/�@J��*�A�-�c:a--¥lli�
wrapping tl- tJ,fu L.. 3 poster T fl 

s%:ffi:bfJ, 202s i:l=,i:,a:1i�*$(1)1J□ 
1:2! tc.f""5 t,A, < a,1, I:: L, tJ, 

fi�tl'i:*3i:#@J:a-�� Ltco
1:::;i;1,,i;"' ��1:1,,u.1::;N ■:;m:; 

JANUARY 2026 N0.471

Nihongo Spirit 

26 Nihongo Spirit 
B*!Ei� 
IC 1;!./v C::: I:) 

32 Japan Savvy 
B*ifil 
IC l;t.A,-::,') 

36 Japan Maze 
� 'g = * / 
lt.)L\2!"':, 

46 Nihongo do J-CLUE (Review) 
B *!Ei� J-CLUE (S�bL \) 
IC /;I.A, c::: C? 

D�����A��77°����::,;o-��t����7h�::,;���d� This Month's issue ID & Code I �J=I "9"0) ID cl�A'7-� 
times app download G };./u account �< tt� \ �/,.,If::>::'.-, 

� ,El ��IDc:PW� .l\"tJ9 �c:77° 1Jc'vmct.'.:.c:tJic'-e-*"t 0 

c../v !1":J ,:-::, (;::191? tJJ:.< app .t 

Editor in Chief I fi•A 

TARUISHI Koji �:ta�� 

Design I 'rif,(';, 
Huang Cheuk Ying 

Assistant Editor I ii•7YA1r'.:/t­

King Rermpark ='f->5-J.,J�-17 
ICHIHIRA Mizuki -'!'cli-9� 

Proofreaders M!iE 

SEGAMI Yurie ;Mi...t:&.l!L'@: 

OTP & Illustration I OTP•,(-:1AH,--y3'.:/ 

SUZUKI Yusuke r,';* Jiit' 
YOSHIDA Shinko aEB l,A.,i: (Illustration) 

Printing and Binding I l:lll!,IJ•�* 

Meiko Co., Ltd. �rt�UaJlJJj 

Published and Edited I ftrr • ft;\!

Hiragana Times, Inc. �rt�*± U-Sb"-f;I.�,( b.:X.' 
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