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A joyous and peaceful spring!
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Japan as Seen by Forengners in History
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In Japan, many cherry blossoms are

planted in towns and along riversides.
Cherry blossoms, which are deciduous
trees, become like dead wood during the
winter. However, just by looking at the
texture of the trunk and branches, it’s
easy to recognize that it’s a cherry blos-
som. On days when you feel the breath
of spring, you can suddenly notice small

buds on the bare branches.
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It’s a moment when you can be sure
that spring is coming. Afterward, while
watching the buds slowly swell, we
prepare in our hearts to welcome the
new school year. The flowers gradually
open, as a twenty percent bloom, then a
forty percent bloom, deepening in color.
And when the cherry blossoms are in
full bloom, we feel the surrounding air
pink. That scene is precisely what’s on
the cover of this month’s issue, “A joyous

and peaceful spring!”
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When cherry blossoms bloom, the space
is filled with the universe’s energy. They
evoke a pleasant sense of tranquility and
the leisurely flow of time. Those cherry
blossoms begin to scatter in about a
week, evoking a somewhat melancholic
feeling among people, gradually transi-
tioning into “leafy cherry trees.” People
don’t pay much attention to the cherry
trees turning green. However, the cher-
ry trees continue to adorn the streets
with greenery, playing the sounds of
the wind, and quietly bringing solace to
people throughout the summer.
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In autumn, the leaves change from yel-
low to red and then fall off. This site
evokes a deep sense of aesthetic beauty
and impermanence in people, nurturing
their senses with solemnity. In winter,
showing its branches reaching up to the
sky, it instills a sense of dignity. It’s as if
guided by cherry blossoms, journeying
through the seasons, climbing the spiral

staircase of life.
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How to enjoy Hiragana Times, the "Hybrid Magazine with Apps"

Download the Hiragana Times app, create your own account, and enter the ID and PW

for this month's issue to read it on the app.
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Thank you for being loyal readers of Hiragana Times. We greatly value your feedback, and to better serve you,

we invite you to participate in our reader survey. Please use the QR code to proceed to the survey and answer the

questions. We look forward to hearing from our readers.
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Please also use this form to enter our reader gift.

Application Deadline : Every month, the deadline is the 5th.

Selection Process : In the event of a high number of applicants,

winners will be selected by lottery.

Result Announcement : Results will be announced upon dispatch.
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teaming hot ramen is placed in front of you, and as
the steam rises gently from the bowl, you blow on it
to cool it down and then slurp up the noodles. Next,
you sip the soup. The noodles and soup blend, permeating
throughout your entire body. It’s a moment where you can

become insanely happy.

BAL2DS—AVPBEDRIICHEIN, FEHoHIBADA
HOHD ) E S J7e ERY W F

batﬁB%DTUé&C%%?-?—b@ﬁB@%TT
UbhITa, IKLZ 75::0') ﬂtz TH—K (T2

Wozzhy

TH&R lgbé’}bté HE»< 'Bxbitl:l_?:;hé ﬁﬁ Fsﬁ

Mok Lwd

TY,

Throughout Japan, it’s safe to say that there are ramen shops
everywhere, as the Japanese are fond of ramen. Some ramen
critics explore different shops almost daily, ramen YouTubers
with over 1.5 million followers publishing books, streets
called “Ramen Yokocho” lined with ramen shops, and popular
establishments always have long queues. Guidebooks and TV
shows frequently feature ramen, and there are even ramen
museums.
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Recently, there has been attention on ramen as a tourist
attraction, with instances like Hollywood actors visiting
ramen shops in Roppongi and photos of athletes who have
come to Japan to eat at popular ramen shops in Harajuku

being posted on social media.
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On the gourmet review site “Tabelog,” there are currently
860,000 registered ramen shops nationwide (as of February
2024). Some enthusiasts eat ramen once a day, and some
frequent the same shop regularly. There are many ramen
shops with long lines; at popular ones, you must be prepared
to wait in line. Since flavors vary greatly, one should not judge
all ramen based on just one bowl. Furthermore, it’s a fact that
if the shop owner slacks off, fans can quickly lose interest. In
a fiercely competitive world, constant effort is necessary to

refine the flavor.
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New Expressions & Buzzwords #7&5 -

Engllsh+ English Japanese
Japanese

BHat) .
Omeari (Congratulations
and Thank you) 2 ==

1. This is a coined word made from “Omedetou (Congratulations)”

and “Arigatou (Thank you)”

[BHTES] & [BYHES]
“omedetou” to “arigatou”
Omedetou (Congratulations) and Arigatou (Thank you)
ok BE TTS
wo tsunageta zougo desu.
a coined word made from this is

2. When someone says “Congratulations” to you, you use it to

mean “Thank you for saying ‘Congratulations’ to me.”

[BHTES] t?bh Eb. 20 MBF I

HWT
“omedetou” to iware tara, sono  aite  ni
Congratulations says to you when someone
[ TsHTES] EE-2TLNT HYHES]
(A}
‘“omedetou” to itte kurete arigatou’
Congratulations for saying to me Thank you
) ,-aﬂik T BV F¥,
w 2h
no imi de tsukai masu.
to mean you use it

3. Sometimes, people also say “Omeari-” by elongating the ending.

BE % LT ELEDES EE>
pu (W)
gobi  wo nobashite “‘omeari-" to iu
the ending by elongating Omeari- say
cEHHET,

koto mo ari masu.

sometimes people also

BHdHY

[BHTES|ETHIYPES] EORFLEETT.,
[BHTES] EEDLDRhEL., ZOHFIC[ [
TES] &E-T<NTHUYIES] OEKRTHEL
7,

BEZHELT [80pN -] LES 52t npNF
T
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Oyakaku
(Confirm with Parents)

1. This is an abbreviation of “oya ni kakunin suru (confirm with

parents).”
[# = HRT3] 0 B T7,
BX <A )<
“oya ni kakuninn suru” no ryaku desu.
parents with confirm an abbreviation of this is

2. After companies’ informal job offers to students, there has been
an increase in cases where students reject them, saying that their

parents oppose the decision, after some time.

N Feys -
S I o4 i WE &HLT
LI ) AL BUTL =
kigyou  ga gakusei ni naitei wo dashite
companies’ students to after informal job offers
LIEH < LE &, 3} R ahi
He B ALV
shibaraku shita ato, oya ni hanntai  sareta
after some time their parents oppose the decision
VWS EHR T L) =2
DN 3] oy o} -7
to iu riyuu  de kotowaru ke-su ga
saying that where students reject them in cases

ATV ET,

fuete i masu.
there has been an increase

3. Therefore, companies have started directly confirming accep-

tance of the job offers with the student’s parents.

Z0EH. £ E N B &, AANODR =
&S bE<ED FAICA BR

sonotame, kigyou  ga chokusetsu, honnninn no oya ni

therefore companies directly the student’s parents with

WE%%O) EEW%%T% &9(-&9'(!)*'3'0

BOTL L&SEL »<ICA

naitei shoudaku no kakuninn wo  suru you ni natte | masu.
acceptance of the job offers confirming have started

[#I-ERT 2] DT,

LEIZECHAEZHLTLESCLAR. HICRY
ThEEVWSHEHATHSIT—XPEATVLET,

ZDED. BEHIEE. FAORICATEEOER %2
TAHLS5Ch->-TVLET,
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Pros and Cons with Insight & & 7

A Ukrainian-born Model is Chosen as Miss Japan
\zE$L¢774+$$nw%?»f§wna

11

A &E5&2

o

& T oBA 5 50 A >

English+
Japanese

Enghsh

Japanese
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@ Background & =
l:tl,\m.\

1. At the Miss Japan contest, SHIINO Karolina, originally
from Ukraine, was selected as the grand prize winner. Shiino,
who spoke fluent Japanese, expressed, “I feel acknowledged
as a Japanese. My heart is full of gratitude” Her win sparked

discussions about what it means to be Japanese.

SZ2EBAXRAVFRM T. 974 F ¥ 50
& T oA S AT T & 2 < B VR LwoULA

misu nipponn  konntesuto de. ukuraina shusshinn no

*ﬁﬁﬁuu— FEAD g507 =
Lho A — & < b A KRN

shiino karori-na sann ga urannpuri ni

BlENE, B A& A & LT mHohi,

Ab LEALA K&

erabareta. ‘nihonnjinn to shite mitomerareta.

= ) 1?#‘5 T Lo [Fu] &

PALR

kannsha no k/moch/ de ippai” to

O N BAZET Eok

Hed>5&5 i£iEAZ hr
ryuuchou na nihonngo de katatta

HEHIAD 2 B @& FEMSAc‘:ci

Lw o CLewlL&S EA

shiino  sann no Jjushou ha /7//7om7//m7 to ha

f Al v E S WA,

Ay ErHA &

nani ka” to iu gironn  wo yonnda.

@ Voice of approval EFR D=
AL 22

2. Nationality is Japanese and Japanese language proficiency is

perfect. There are no issues at all.

E ## » B & T BAFE®
KEE £ EA = (i/»._
kokuseki ga nihonn de nihonngo mo
% B fil & i & AU,

MANE wic bAEL

kannpeki. nani mo monndai nai.

@ Voices against R i D
RAEL 2z

3. Doubt arises whether those not born from “Japanese”

parents can embody the beauty of Japan.

I'EIZkAJ () i i £FhT
i EA &3 LA 3

/7/horm/m/7 no ryoushinn kara umarete

v AR A B B A n x %
oL L EA v

i nai hito ga nihonn no bi wo
& 1] TE3 a H RER,
EWiFA EbHhA
taigenn dekiru no ka gimonn
@ Insight i &

£5&2

4. The Miss Japan contest originated from selecting female
goodwill ambassadors to express gratitude to the American
LARA (relief supplies) that saved many malnourished
children in Japan after World War II.

2 BA D 91“1 BoRIHR K &
& T IE2@BA 2 AT T & EUwiZ U #huEvda oy
misu  nipponn  konntesuto ha, dai’niji sekai taisenn go,
REKXA LCHAC B X ) EANZ
AVES LoBES i< &A Bb
eiyou  shicchou ni aegu nihonn no ooku no
FEH B % Mok AUh D
et F< HH Y H
kodomo  tachi wo Sukutta amerika no
55(LARA)%1§ Ex LT B %
b b Ko L Euw PALR
rara (LAF\’A) busshi ni tai shite kannsha wo
T RE AE%

Ls€w LAEA AV L

josei shinnzenn taishi wo

LAB .

2k

tsutaeru  tame,
BHRLEOHN

HAED
sennbatsu shita no ga

BER THd
FATA

genntenn de aru.
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5. Subsequently, Shiino decided to relinquish her grand prize

title due to the discovery of inappropriate incidents.

4 \
Z0 1% M A @ Y & =
-y Lwao ATEED CL&S
sono go shiino sann  ha, fu'tekisetsu na Jjishou
D 5 iz & g7V % B %
Foh< < Hh AR bmb;")
no hakkaku ni  yori gurannpuri Jushou wo

R TBEICho L
U Euv

Jitai suru  koto ni  natta.

6. While her qualities and talents are remarkable, and her

desire to be acknowledged as Japanese is touching, her

participation reasons might have diverged from the original

philosophy of the “Miss Japan Contest.”

‘®BzBEH O == X FRE @&
rOLE U LA L L2 [ AY N
kanojo  jishinn no shishitsu ya saikaku ha
EX LN VEN N BA& A & LT
T LEALA

subarashiku, mata, nihonnjinn to shite
mﬂwbnf-vtwo H % BRI

Lw20&5 WK

m/rommwc tai  to iu shutsujou riyuu  ni mo
o fTh3 R Ak o
A S FABL
kokoro  utareru ga, honnrai no

[:xBAarFX}
H F oA T AT T &
t

“misu nipponn konntesuto

& ThT v oD

to zurete ita no

] »ED ! &
) Y hA
ga motsu rinenn

e Lh kv,

kamo shire  nai
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7. The lyrics of the national anthem, “Kimigayo,” express the
gathering of countless tiny pebbles (different thoughts and
cultures) at the eastern edge, gradually solidifying into one

large rock and developing until moss binds them.

mH o fihruv SThAE Bh-~ RBH
[l ] oF wu & LZ>5
musuu  no komakai sazareishi (kotonatta shisou

¥ xft) » ®E o RT T £%0),
RA D (o9 & H
ya bunnka) ga higashi no hate de atsumari,
Zhb P EE->T —D0O KEh FH & k),
hr v bBE Wb

sorera ga katamatte hitotsu  no ookina iwa to nari,
Er ¥ FT RE LTV &L
S B-TA

koke ga musu made hattenn shite  iku to iu
&) () EES (& » KL

» L o EH &

kashi no kokka “kimi ga yo”.

8. When Japan and the world truly become their genuine

selves, there should be no need for Shiino to participate in the

contest.

B 7, ZULT it R/ E0 £

- EA € LA THE

nihonn, soshite sekai ga shinn no sugata ni

ok BF, HE A 73 aArYFX b

& & Lw o ST ATT L

natta toki, shiino  sann ha konntesuto

= Hs W E & RS BB ¥

T U2&5
ni deru hitsuyou ha naku naru hazu da

2H. TEHREXELZ2RRLEAOFERTH S,

ZOREMBIARZ. FTHYALAEROREEICLY S
SUVTVRELABRTALICho 1

BEZBEBEBOVEERFEREBSLL. 4. BXK
AELTEHBL AhEVEVLS HIBERICHDITE
h3d. Ak [22BFa>F7F2 ] »PHELE
BEThTVEOLE LhA L,

EHOMIVWEEThE (B A2BHBPXXL)
RORTTEFY. ZhbHEFEF->-T—DODKE
hEERY, BHFCTETRELTLCEVLS TR
AOEKR [EHHR] .

BA. ZLTHAIEDRIC AR > L. HEFIA
BAVFRIMCHIBBERRESADRRTE,

Wanted for submissions from readers. We will publish your essay in Hiragana Times style like this one. (=] =
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Echoes of Japan BAD 0 U &

Japan as Seen by Foreigners in History
B EOHEANREBA

h& L L5 HPuS<lA

Iz EA

-

the country.

Exploration.

B A& »
I EA
nihonn ga

Japan

16 i ffE
CLwda<HL &
Jjuu roku  seiki

the sixteenth century

X fn B B
EwuIshru L EV
dai’koukai Jidai

the Age of Exploration

¥ E B R
#AITC L EV
senngoku  jidai

in the Sengoku period

xR,
P

matsu,
at the end of

& EhhT
v

to iwareru
in said to be

1. Among the historical figures widely known in Japan, many

foreigners visited Japan and left comments or episodes about

T IL< Mmohd

i EA vA 9
nihonn de hiroku shirareru
Japan in widely known
B k£ o A® o oz @
hg LUL&S CARD wh
rekishi’jou no Jinnbutsu no naka ni ha,

historical the figures among
kB LT B & 20T ®
bWwizs Iz EA
rainichi  shite nihonn ni tsuite  no
visited Japan and the country about
=P ® IEY—F %
H AL AUV Z - ¥
komennto ya episo-do wo
comments or episodes
®UE S E A D ELCEAVET,
n HPVI< LA
nokoshita gaikokujinn  ga takusann i masu.

left foreigners many

2. At the end of the 16th century, when Japan was in the
Sengoku period, the world was said to be in the Age of

Thork

de atta
when was

R &
# hru
sekai ha
the world

wWELEA

i mashita.
was

3. Christian missionary Francis XAVIER comes to Japan

from Portugal for missionary work.

FIL b+ AL Y ) Z b #St
3 & H 3 ’é U A )
porutogaru kara kirisuto’kyou no
Portugal from Christian

T # A 75ov2Z23 - HFEIL D

HAEES L A B ALTC B

sennkyou’shi, furannshisuko, zabieru ga
missionary Francis Xavier

LiE DI kHBULUZET,

EN - ) YAY 52

fukyou no tame ni rainichi  shi masu.

missionary work for comes to Japan

4. Xavier and his missionary group stated in letters that the

Japanese people possess splendid culture and high morals,

surpassing any other non-Christians, valuing honor more

than money within their hierarchical society.

HEIIL B &AM — f'r (&,
VA B HAEES L Wo s
zabieru ra sennkyou’shi /kkou ha,
Xavier and his missionary group

BAEA @& ?H* Lo X1k &
LEALA ENOR

nihonnjinn ha subarashi/ bunnka to
the Japanese people splendid culture and
=L EIN % 5.
r=h b 5 3 3
takai moraru  wo mochi,
high morals possess
En RHEFELVD & F T.

wEed & ®w3Lwd
dono ikyouto yori  mo yuushuu  de,
any other non-Christians surpassing
[ D HT & &%
PVES Lehw B TAEA
kaikyuu shakai no naka de kinnsenn
their hierarchical society within money
&0 2E% BAULTEEZT VS
Hu bBY w

yori  mo meiyo wo omonnjite ikite iru
more than honor valuing

& =l T WART W ET,

L&hA )

to shokann de nobete i masu.
that letters in stated
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5. “History of Japan” written by the missionary Luis FROIS

has become a valuable source for understanding medieval

history.

T B EOD MAZ7042Z »

tAEES L 5 V0T ABH VT

sennkyou’shi  no ruisu, furoisu ga

Buwi [B A s2] @&, h s %

» L EA L 5w 5€L L
kaita ‘nihonn’shi”  ha, chuusei’shi wo

PR BEE & BH L

L EB585 LW&>

shiru kichou  na shiryou  to

BoTWVET,

natte i masu

6. It is said that this document strongly reflects the
individual’s position and emotions, as it highly praises ODA
Nobunaga, the ruler of this era, while harshly criticizing
TOYOTOMI Hideyoshi, who unified the country.

1)) B A N BETHD
L EV L=

kono Jidai no hasha de aru

e E R % ¥k E CHEL FETA

B E oRgH v L&d r=H 5D

oda nobunaga wo hijou ni takaku hyouka  suru

— A T.
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Wo FS ThA D ES50D A

ippou  de, tennka touitsu wo  nashitogeta
EEFH [ S IR AN
ks UTEL V&S
toyotomi hideyoshi wo kokuhyou  suru nado,
BA o i 5 ®
Z LA b &

kojinn  no tachiba ya
2 &< R 2hT w3
AL ES 24& FAZL

kannjou  ga tsuyoku hannei sarete iru
& H N 5 EbhT UL ET,

Lh&d W
shiryou to mo iwarete i masu.

7. Nobunaga, who wanted to adopt Western civilization, was

tolerant of Christian missionary work.

¥ X % My AR = s R &
FUES RAHL & w DREH
seiyou bunnmei wo toriiretai nobunaga ha
FUZF & D LI [
&N T EEES EN- )

kirisuto’kyou no fukyou ni

TULZE

HAEV
kanndai deshita

8. On the other hand, Hideyoshi inherited Nobunaga’s
policies but upon learning that the Portuguese were enslaving
and selling Japanese people, he banned missionary work and

expelled the missionaries.

— 5. EE @ SE0 HKE%
Wo ¥ UT&UL DRBEH #us(
ippou, hideyoshi ha nobunaga no seisaku wo

SlEE F LA R FIWEFHILA D
[ 2 ¥ 3 & B B LA
hikitsugi mashita ga, porutogarujinn ga
B W@ LT ZFTBELTWLS &
L EALA & huw FuEe

nihonnjinn  wo dorei ni shite baibai  shite iru to

&N, B % BiELT
L AEES &AL

shiri fukyou  wo kinnshi  shite

T ¥ A% BB ULFLE

tAELES L 2LiES
sennkyou’shi wo tsuihou shi mashita
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hopeful steps forward adorned by cherry blossoms.

English

Fluttering and
Flurries of Flowers
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1. Japanese people cherish and prefer cherry blossoms as something special.

The blooming of cherry blossoms not only signals the arrival of spring but also

BAA @ & % HRlA bO LT FU.
IZEALA ECH &R HW
nihonnjinn  ha sakura wo tokubetsuna mono to  shite aishi,
Japanese people cherry blossoms something special as cherish and
BATUVET, ) B TE & & ) Hh %
X0 &< B v 3% BT
kononnde | masu. sakura no kaika  ha haru no otozure wo
prefer cherry blossoms of the blooming spring of the arrival
MHET <ChD & RBF (. AN&E D MrEhimEY %
L &5 0 AL Hb -9V
shirasete kureru to douji ni, Jinnsei  no aratana  hajimari wo
signals not only but also life a fresh start in

2. At schools, a new term begins, new employees join companies, and people take

3 T’ # -7-3575‘ mE. 2t ci AP
A2 LAD > & 249 AUl LALCA
gakkou deha sinngakki  ga hajimari, kaisha  niha shinnjinn ga
schools at anew term begins companies new employees
A # L. % =¥nh FECWEBE
EwdL» aCH wae @S H
nyuusha  shi, sakura ni irodorare kibou ni  michita

join and cherry blossoms adorned by hopeful
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ippo wo fumi  dashi masu.
(people take) steps forward
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https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2024/04/022-023.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2024/04/e-022-023.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2024/04/j-022-023.mp3

3. The famous variety of cherry blossoms is called Somei Yoshino. It was cultivated
by gardeners in Somei village (now Komagome, Toshima City, Tokyo) known for

its planting place at the end of the Edo period (17-19th century).

S % N m g R, A4/ T7¥,
B5HL < B VALY zZH VW& LD
yuumeina sakura no hinnshu  ha, someiyoshino desu.
the famous cherry blossoms of variety Somei Yoshino is called
ANSLEN (17 ~ 19 1 #2) ) Bhh) iz,
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edo jidai (juunana kara Juukyuu seiki) no owari  ni,

the Edo period seventeenth to nineteenth  century of at the end
. ~ . P —_— ™

tE A THLhE %#ﬁ RED RFRH BERX
5% & 9 HuLH FAEW EH%&5 ¢k & LE <

ueki de  shirareta somel mura (gennzai no toukyouto toshimaku
its planting place known for Somei village now Tokyo Toshima City
59 32) D WA B A iz &V Tbhibf-
ZEIY 32 & Li<ICA
komagome) no ueki shokuninn ni  yori sodats rare  mashita.
Komagome in gardeners by it was cultivated

4. And, named after the famous cherry blossoms of Yoshino in Nara, renowned
for retired regent TOYOTOMI Hideyoshi’s big cherry blossom viewing, it was

named “Somei Yoshino” and became a huge hit.

ZLT A B 55D AXERT Zmu
EwIS UT&L BBEAR & i EHh
soshite taikou hideyoshi no 00 hanami de nadakai
and retired regent  Toyotomi Hideyoshi's big cherry blossom viewing renowned for
o - s
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nara yoshino no sakura ni chinannde “someiyoshino”
Yoshino in Nara of cherry blossoms named after the famous Somei Yoshino
&g nh Akev P UEULE,
/el EWo 2 &
to nadukerare dai  hitto  shi mashita.
it was named and became a huge hit

5. Tokyo boasts many famous cherry blossom viewing spots. The weeping cherry
at Rikugien Garden and the cherry blossom-lined paths seen from yakatabune
boats on the Sumida River are particularly stunning, offering a soothing beauty
that touches the heart.
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toukyou niha yuumeina hanami  supotto ga takusann ari  masu.
Tokyo famous cherry blossom viewing spots many boasts
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rikugienn no shidare’zakura ya, sumidagawa no yakata’bune
Rikugien Garden at the weeping cherry  and the Sumida River on yakatabune boats
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kara nagameru sakura’namiki ha toku ni subarashiku,
from seen the cherry blossom-lined paths particularly are stunning
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beauty the heart offering a soothing that touches
Z . 1 wlfe .‘ iy -DIL'- o t
* o it o R - =] [=]
f7 s ) } i) t i 5 T
20225 4F oAb (e v ! i
52 T o\l‘( ¥ C
. = - iy N [



https://hiraganatimes.com/StudyFriendlyLayout/2024/04/202204.pdf

34

0dx3 sawi] eueSeliH O

MY ET YTV EUGYGQ

Uol|Ined gedy ueldAg

Syria, the Country
that Brought the World Song

'ﬁﬁkgé%tabtﬁ\9U7

AN 5 1 <z

Exploring Syria is also a journey to explore the origins of humanity and the source of cul-
ture. “Mesopotamia,” means “between two rivers.” Syria is a nation that thrives at its heart.
In that fertile region, nestled between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, humanity s first

agriculture, writing systems, and legal codes were born.
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In 1948, the world s oldest music notation, written 3400 years ago, was discovered in Lata-
kia (Ugarit), Syria. It consisted of 36 compositions inscribed in cuneiform on clay tablets. It

took approximately 20 years to translate, revealing both melodies and lyrics.
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It is said that there were songs that evoke peaceful moments among people, not just hymns,
such as barmaids selling beer to customers. Moreover, Syria has a long tradition of crafting
musical instruments, including the lyre, which has influenced modern instruments like the
Oud and Qanoon.
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Qanoon

Instruments like the Japanese tsuzumi, biwa, and koto traveled across the Silk Road to
reach Japan, and it’s said that the roots of Noh theater can also be traced back to the Mid-
dle East. The origin of music lies in Syria, and 2017, Aleppo was recommended as a UNES-
CO Music City. We hope for the day when the music of peace resonates from Syria as soon

as possible.
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https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2024/04/034-035.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/StudyFriendlyLayout/2024/04/034-035F.pdf
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