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The Yaeyama Islands is the collective
name for a group of islands located 400 to
500 kilometers southwest of the main is-
land of Okinawa. They are one of the best
tropical resorts in Japan, with world-class
coral reefs, emerald blue seas, and rich na-
ture. In tourist guides, it is introduced in

such terms.
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However, each island offers a unique land-
scape that cannot be captured by clichéd
phrases. The “lone mangrove” standing
on the mirror-like surface of the sea, the
Milky Way filled with stars that seem to
pour down from the sky, and the “manta
scramble” where giant rays and manta rays
gather, are sights that can only be seen by
confronting the nature of the islands.
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In this issue of Japan Artist, we introduce
KITAJIMA Kiyotaka, an island photogra-
pher based on Ishigaki Island, who conveys

the charm of these islands.
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KITAJIMA Kiyotaka is a photographer
based on Ishigaki Island. His photo-
graphs of the beautiful sea, islands,
and sky have captured the hearts of
many people on social networking

services.
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“I was in the photography club when 1
was in high school, but I never intend-
ed to become a photographer. 1 love
surfing, and 1 joined the photography
club because we could go to various
islands as part of our club activities.
1 joined the windsurfing club at uni-
versity and devoted myself to marine
sports.”

%@Izﬁz’(i% K’C‘b?":b‘\

5 JIEBEDBYEFDHYEEAT
Lz, ¥— 74/73‘&?%1’ E

surfing

I»)KDL@’F)“K/EEJ@—L%'CL\’B

£5 Lo 7

WBBBICFIEMETY, A£T
B4V RI -7 BILAST,

windsurfing

EOPZS e /L.-‘IT'BL/u’CL\ib

marine sports

=1,

“1 love the sea and decided to spend
my summer vacation working part-
time in Okinawa. All I could think
about was going to Okinawa, and 1
visited Kohama Island in the Yaeyama
Islands without knowing the destina-

tion in detail.”
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“At the time, Japan was in the midst
of a bubble economy, and I was in the
middle of it while attending university
in Shibuya, Tokyo. It was a time when
not only Kohama Island but also the
Yaeyama Islands themselves were not
as well known as they are now. There
were some very cool people in the area
1 visited with zero prior knowledge,”
he said.
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“They were the kind of people who
didn’t have a watch, knew the time
by looking at the sky, and guessed the
weather by looking at the sea. Their
way of life seemed very human to me.
It made me realize how much 1 had
been caught up in the pretense of

things.”
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Through his part-time job as a marine
sports instructor at a hotel, Kitajima
learned many things necessary for life on
the island. After that, while traveling back
and forth between Okinawa and Tokyo, he
acquired qualifications such as a national
professional scuba diver’s license and a diver
license, as well as a first-class ship license.
After graduating from university, he worked

at a hotel where he had a part-time job.
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“What was a miscalculation was that a

university graduate was treated as a cadet.
I continued spending my time in the ocean
only on my days off while traveling to vari-
ous departments. One day, 1 came across a
large manta ray while diving and thought,
‘l want to photograph it.” From there, 1
started taking underwater photos with my
handheld SLR camera.”
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“The SLR was a gift from my father when 1
was in high school. The knowledge of devel-
oping film that 1 gained in the photography
club was also useful. Eventually, auto-focus
cameras became popular, and 1 became

more and more obsessed with cameras.”
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Kitajima’s photographs were so highly
acclaimed that he won awards in several
contests even back then. His skills were

eventually put to good use in hotel work.
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“At the time, I often coordinated with
advertising agencies that came from the
mainland to take photos. But no matter
how beautiful the island was, it was impos-
sible to take good pictures if the weather
was bad. So 1 took and provided my own
photos. That caught the attention of travel
agencies and airlines, and the number of

photos used increased,” he says.
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In the meantime, the NHK drama “Churasan” (2001), set on Kohama Is-

land, became a big hit. A fan book and other materials were produced, and
as aresult, more and more people began to call on me, who had been taking
pictures of the island for some time. Gradually, my awareness changed, and
although 1 already had a family at the time, | became an independent pho-
tographer.
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Kitajima has now moved to Ishigaki Island, where he has been active in

holding solo exhibitions and publishing photo books. His recently pub-

lished photo book on Ishigaki Island is also well received.
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“I have lived near the sea all my life. 1 always respect the
ocean as if it were a school. When 1 go into the water, 1
know that it is an existence that I can never compete with,
and I feel like 1 am allowed to play when the ocean is in a

good mood.”
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“When 1 do, sometimes 1 get incredible views. It took me
10 years to photograph a humpback whale jumping with
the setting sun on its back; in 2017 1 even photographed a

rainbow over a starry sky.”
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A rainbow at night is called a “moonbow” because it ap-
pears when moonlight reflects off moisture in the air. Even
in the Hawaiian Islands, where it is said to occur most
frequently, it is a rare phenomenon that is said to bring
happiness when seen. Kitajima thought, “If I can see it in
Hawaii, ] must be able to see it in Ishigaki Island,” and was

looking for a shutter chance.
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“I think that gratitude and respect are the

same in both marine sports and photog-
raphy. Rather than taking pictures, 1 feel
that I am being allowed to take pictures.
Perhaps it is because of the location of Oki-
nawa. Whenever 1 am stressed at work, the
ocean heals me. ] take it easy with that kind

of feeling.”
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Recently, he has become obsessed with pho-
tographing rainbows, and when he senses a
sign of a rainbow from the sky or wind, he

goes out with his camera.
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Kitajima’s way of living without greed and

with respect for nature conveys the pre-

ciousness of living in harmony with nature,
just like the people of Kohama Island that
inspired him in his career.
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1. In September, a special concert was held at the Nihonbashi
Mitsukoshi main store, a department store in Tokyo, to com-

memorate the resumption of pipe organ performances.
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ku gatsu ni, toukyou niaru
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hyakkatenn no nihonnbashi mitsukoshi honntenn de,
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paipu orugann ennsou saikai kinenn no
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ennsoukai ga kaisai sare  mashita.

2. Mitsukoshi is a department store celebrating its 350th an-

niversary.
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mukaeru hyakkatenn desu.
EED/NA THNA >

“Try Standard Japanese Reading!”

bk -
English+ English
Japanese

Japanese

3. The pipe organ in the Nihonbashi Mitsukoshi main store
was imported from the United States in 1930.
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amerika kara yunyuu sare  mashita

4. It has been restored several times, but its aging has made it

difficult to play.
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R 55&953H T ARES N
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muzukashiku natte i mashita

5. The major repairs that have been carried out since Febru-
ary of this year have been completed, and the organ resumed

playing in September.
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kotoshi ni  gatsu kara okonatte kita
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daikibona shuuri ga owari, ku gatsu
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kara ennsou ga aikai sarete i masu.
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Agitators and puppets on the release of treated water
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from nuclear power plants Japanese
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1. Since the nuclear accident at Fukushima, water containing 3. However, China replaced “treated water” with
radioactive materials has been stored on the grounds of the “contaminated water,” condemning the practice as “extremely
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, but in September dangerous” and banning seafood imports from Japan.

2023, that water was diluted to below standard levels and

purified and then began to be released into the ocean after
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9 b zD K % # £ {E 4. When this news was reported, stones and eggs were thrown
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at the Japanese embassy and Japanese language schools in
R China, and phone calls were flooded with protests.
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2. Upon the release, the Japanese government confirmed the
safety of the nuclear power plant with the IAEA, a United E— ) TJEH BELEULE,
Nations agency with a high level of expertise in nuclear pE AP 285
power. IAEA checks will continue after the release.
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5. Research reports indicate that the concentration of treated
= HMK % ¥ = K water from Japanese nuclear power plants is lower than that
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in China.
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Nihongodo and Bushido
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1. “Bushido,” written in English in 1899 by NITOBE Inazo,
whose portrait was featured on Japanese bills, became an

international bestseller.
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2. Bushido is a book that delves into the core principles of
the Japanese moral code. Unlike the Bible and the Koran,
which outline religious norms, it expounds on a moral system
derived from the teachings of the samurai and the wisdom

of Zen, which are truly the spiritual pillars of the Japanese

people.
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3. In Bushido, reason and loyalty take precedence; when push

comes to shove, one is willing to sacrifice oneself.
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4. The Akou-roushi, who committed harakiri (ritual self-
killing) to avenge their lord’s death, and the kamikaze pilots
who rammed their planes into enemy warships to protect

their country are clear examples.

E0fh 5875 HELE  KERE.
m( MrE 3 oK< HTH5A5 L
E % F5 kD o EE (i

< E3:) T CADA
RITHE T rEE) LE g8
[ v B Lo VLA

bhi) 2FTu i

huw

(R

5. In Japan, sacrificing one’s life for a just cause has long been

considered a respectable conduct.
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1. Samurai who fight for life and death must be cold-blooded
toward their enemies. Because they value the way of death
and determined to be graceful in their actions. On the other
hand, they have a mind of mercy for their opponents.
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2. Japan has experienced a number of major civil wars.
One of the most significant civil wars was the struggle for
supremacy between the Genji and the Heike of the rising

samurai military.
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3. The Genji, led by MINAMOTO no Yoshitsune, the general
of the Genji, ran down the steep cliffs and surprised the

Heike who were encamped near the coast.
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4. The Heike panicked and fled toward the sea. KUMAGAI
Naozane of the Genji, known for his bravery, spotted a Heike

warrior galloping along the surf and challenged him to single

combat.
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5.Naozane thought that he must be a famous warlord because

of his fine armor and the gold-encrusted sword he carried.
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6. Naozane immediately pushed the warrior down, mounted
him, and stripped off his helmet. To his surprise, the warrior

was a young man about the age of his own son.
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7. Naozane said, “You are a man of valor to challenge me. Tell

me your name.”
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8. The young warrior was TAIRA no Atsumori, a noble son of
the Heike clan. The young man, who did not give his name,
said, “It is a samurai’s true desire to die in battle. If you take

my head, it will be a great war achievement.
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9. On this particular morning, Naozane was upset because of
his son’s injury. He understands It is painfully obvious how
sad parents would be if this young man lost his life.
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10. Wanting to save the young man, but finding it impossible
to escape under the circumstances, Naozane took him out
with tears in his eyes. Naozane, who regretted this, later
joined the Buddhist sect and made offerings to Atsumori.
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