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"I paint different kinds of pictures because I want to

see smiles on people's faces all over the world.”
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With this goal, INOUE Bunta is an extraordinary
painter who adopts and paints with techniques from
the East and West, and creates new ways of expres-

sion as well.
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He has continued to present works that focus on na-
ture and life, and through his paintings he has been
involved in public service activities such as marine
nature conservation and earthquake disaster recon-
struction assistance, thus showing his compassion
and benevolence toward the earth, people, and living

creatures through his way of life as a painter.
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In 2012, one of his representative works, "Light
Wave," won the fourth highest bid at a charity auc-
tion organized by OCEANA (the world's largest
international ocean protection organization). He is
an artist who is highly regarded worldwide for his

unique expressiveness.

“THE MAN CRAZY TO PAINT”
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INOUE Bunta's first art book
Planning and production: HYDE
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Starting with this issue, we will feature Bunta's life, his thoughts on
the life and global environment, and his approach to culture and art as

an artist in a short, intensive three-month series.
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In order to make the magazine even better, Hiragana Times welcomes your comments and September issue, p. 18-19, second English paragraph. The
suggestions. Write your name, gender, age, nationality, and send this information to us by following sentence was missing. You can read it on the correct
postcard or e-mail. If you would like to receive a gift from us, please write your address, the gift page in the app.

name and your phone number. Competition closes on the 5th of every month. Winners will be

selected by lottery and receive gifts directly.
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BUNTA 1iNOUE

INOUE Bunta is a painter who paints
a wide range of works regardless of
genre. He adopted the trade name,
"Gakyojin" (one who loves painting so
much that he goes mad), from his fa-
vorite title piece of the ukiyoe painter
KATSUSHIKA Hokusai, whom he ad-
mired. His talent is such that his works
are in the collection of the prestigious

Rockefeller family.
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While he has a tremendous passion for
painting, he has never shown any in-
terest in fame, and this unique person-
ality has also attracted the interest of
art lovers. Surprisingly, however, Bunta

did not become a painter by choice.
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Transforming green mushrooms - Mother Earth
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"I became a painter because my master, KANEKO Kuniyoshi,
invited me to do so. I did not voluntarily become an appren-
tice or start painting on my own, it just somehow happened.
Ever since I was a child, I never had the desire to carve my
own path, and I have lived my life passively, following the
advice of those I met. It was not until I was a high school stu-

dent that I began to seriously consider painting.”
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Inoue enrolled in a preparatory school on the advice of his
parents and homeroom teacher, but decided to study painting

because he disliked studying.
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"However, my artistic capabilities were not sufficient enough
to enter an art university. My parents were against it, but I
was allowed to enter a vocational school on the condition that
I pass a national university and show my academic ability. I
liked drawing, but I didn't really understand the profession
of a painter so after graduating from the vocational school I
worked at a design company while entering contests and win-

ning awards.
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"After that, I met my master Kaneko Kuniyoshi at his solo
exhibition while I was working at an advertising agency. On
the first day I went to his exhibition, I happened to meet him
in the elevator and he approached me. He wanted to know
where the art supplies were sold, so I showed him around. He

gently said, "Why don't you bring something tomorrow?"”
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The Great Golden Dragon Gods Figure in Open Country
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The Dragon God Running Around Heaven and Earth
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Strelizia reginae - Mother Earth
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"The master said, 'Why don't you bring
your painting?’ But I interpreted it as
'‘Bring me something delicious, and the
next day I brought the best takoyaki in
Kansai. Perhaps the master liked my ec-
centric personality, so he asked me if I
would like to help out at his office. After
that, I helped him for about a year while
also working at the company, and eventu-

ally I officially became his apprentice.”
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"He doesn't take on an apprentice unless
they have something special. I am the
third apprentice he has had. I once asked
him, 'Why did you take me on as an ap-
prentice?’ He replied, 'Because I thought
I've never seen anyone as colorless and
transparent as you'""
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"I am always passive. There is nothing more than
life, so I think it is best not to desire more than
that. What I honestly feel in my heart now is that,
'T want to become better at painting." However, it
was not only my intention that has brought me
this far. Therefore, I want to return the love and
gratitude to those who have guided me, and those
who have had high expectations of me, through
my creations and the opportunity to paint that I
have been given. I have continued to paint with
that in mind, and the result is what I am doing

"

now.
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Bunta freely uses ancient and modern techniques
and crosses genres in his paintings. Although this
may seem unrestrained depending on one's point
of view, I believe it is because he has no "self” that
he is able to maintain pure creativity that does
not deny anyone's senses, and a strong desire to

return his appreciation through his paintings.
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The first encounter between Mr. Kaneko and
Bunta is quite the tale. However, there are more

than one or two such episodes involving Bunta.
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In fact, Bunta has known TARUISHI Koji, the editor-in-chief
of this magazine, for 20 years. When Taruishi stayed at Bunta's
house, he saw a blue bird come to wake Bunta up the next morn-
ing, and when they went spearfishing together, Taruishi saw a
large school of fish jumping around Bunta. Bunta has also been
the recipient of one of only 33 graves at Kenninji Temple, the head
temple of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism in Kyoto. Extraordi-

nary things like miracle often happen around him.
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Anemone coronaria - Mother Earth IRIS -Mother Earth
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When we talked to people who have met Bunta, they all seem to have had similar strange experiences.
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"Honestly, sometimes I don't know if I'm being real or if I'm actually dreaming in a hospital room. It's like a dream come
true that Susan ROCKEFELLER (social activist and filmmaker) likes my Instagram, comments on it, and tags me with

Chanel's official account.”
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"I have always painted pictures because I wanted people to be happy. From now on, I would like to convey the value and
meaning of art even more. I would like to express the beauty of life and the earth, and continue painting, dreaming of a

future where people around the world are united.”
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Sunflower - Mother Earth
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"I was thinking about doing something overseas when I received an offer from Hiragana Times, which has read-
ers all over the world. I have known Editor-in-Chief Taruishi for a long time. I don't want this relationship to be

a one-off. I would like to start working with the people at Hiragana Times to connect cultures through art.”
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In the November issue, The "Gakyojin" Inoue Bunta will talk about Susan ROCKFELLER, whom he admires, and
his thoughts on the global environment and the future. In the December issue, he will talk about how top art-
ists transcend borders, centering on a portrait of musician HYDE, whom he has known for 30 years. Please stay

tuned.
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Thoughts Conveyed
through the Soul
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Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the Republic of Serbia Alek-
sandra KOVAC first became interested in

Japan when she was a high school student.
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Serbia
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"In Belgrade where I lived at the time, there
was the Yugoslav Film Archive which col-
lects and preserves movie films; they used
to show KUROSAWA AKkira's images there.
I especially liked '‘Rashomon.””
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Yugoslav Archive
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‘Rashomon’ is a movie released in 1950.
It depicts the human drama surrounding
a certain incident from the viewpoints of

several characters.
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"In the 1990s, the conflict in the former
Yugoslavia was ongoing and Serbia was in

a difficult situation due to economic sanc-

tions. 'Facts change depending on one's po-
sition.’ The egoism and suffering of life that

Rashomon depicts felt like my own life."
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The ambassador was doing postgraduate
research in the field of linguistics at uni-
versity, and in 2001 she visited Osaka to

study Japanese.

Kﬁ(iﬁ"“l‘n’(l ERLIBORALL

VU UM< WA M Eh R FhZEw>

TWEZS5TT, 2001 fﬁ\ g&iﬂi SN

DL & IS FA

FRIEOICRREFNE LI,
= bdEn wET

"My first stay was a short four months and
I later visited Osaka again. I have many
warm memories of Osaka such as partic-
ipating in local festivals and learning the

Honda style of Japanese archery.”
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"While later serving as a junior diplomat
in Tokyo, I had an opportunity to enjoy the
cheerful company of the President of Dain-

ihon Jochugiku Co., Ltd., who serves as

Honorary Consul General of the Republic
of Serbia.”
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Dainihon Jochugiku is one of Japan's lead-
ing manufacturers of hygiene chemicals,
known for its "Kincho no Uzumaki” mos-

quito coils that use pyrethrum ingredients.
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In fact, pyrethrum originated in what is
now the Republic of Serbia (formerly Yugo-
slavia), and its insecticidal properties were
discovered in the 14th and 15th centuries.
A woman picked a bunch of flowers in a
field and displayed them in her room, and
by the time the bouquet withered, many

insects had died around them.
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UEYAMA Eiichiro, the founder of Dainihon
Pyrethrum, developed new uses and cultiva-
tion methods for pyrethrum. For his achieve-
ments regarding the trade of this flower, he
was awarded the title of Honorary Consul of
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in Osaka in 1929.
Since then, for more than a century, the com-
pany and the Republic of Serbia have enjoyed

a strong friendship.
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"I describe Serbia as ‘a house in the middle
of the road.' It is located at the crossroads
of different cultures and civilizations,
which is why it has made sacrifices. But on
the other hand, its regionalism is also part

of Serbia's identity."”

rﬂ\li t’)bt?’&lf ODE/UEF(JB%
e t%iﬁ b’CL\iT éié i?‘cd(ﬂ:’(b

(AV-4 [ 3152

%E)?\?b\ j#‘g*éiﬁFﬁkaéU %#’LZ‘MEEE
Y )] %ﬁi“bﬂ_\b\ibf:o bb\b—ﬁ_’c
%@Hﬂﬂzlﬁlit)lxt7®747'/7»r7'»f

identity
CHEO>TVWET L,

"Meanwhile, mainland Japan has never been
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conquered by another country and maintains
a homogeneous society. The roots of our lan-
guages are also different. For example, Serbi-

an is concrete, while Japanese is abstract.”
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"Japanese often omits the subject, which
makes it difficult to understand sentence
breaks if you are used to Western languages.
So when I speak Japanese, I am conscious of
taking things as Japanese people do and un-

derstanding the context.”
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Serbia and Japan have different histories, cul-
tures, and languages, but surprisingly, they

share similar attitudes toward community.
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"We value hospitality and care for others.
People are warm and have a strong sense of

compassion.”
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"For example, when the Great East Japan
Earthquake struck, the citizens of Serbia
were quick to act in support of the victims.
Despite the fact that the entire area of Serbia
is just the size of Hokkaido, the humani-
tarian aid provided to Japan was among the

largest in Europe.”
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"Although we are sometimes misunderstood
because of the image of the conflict in the
1990s, I want to convey this essence of the

Serbian people's soul.”
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Although the ambassador has always been
interested in languages and the arts, she says
she decided to become a diplomat because she
wanted to spread the culture and charm of the
country of Serbia to the rest of the world.
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"This year marks the 140th anniversary of the
start of friendly relations between Japan and
Serbia. We hope that many people will learn

about Serbia during this important year."
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"For example, nature. Serbia has some of
the world’s most precious virgin forests. It
has abundant water and delicious fruits and
vegetables. In the north, there is a great plain
where the sands of the Pannonian sea bed are
more than 600,000 years old, and there are
valuable prehistoric sites in various parts of

the country.”
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"Some of the monasteries and churches built
in the Middle Ages are on UNESCO's World
Heritage List.”

rq:‘ﬁkk?@é*ltﬁ)éﬁ:@?ﬁ% W<
B 5l (FABL Lw3ESVA ELdh0
DplF. ARAIDHEFIEEE (CH B %é
UNESCO ER AN £33

NTWET] .,

"In April of this year, we held a concert at
Akasaka Hall (Minato-City, Tokyo) to com-
memorate the 140th anniversary of the friend-
ship between Serbia and Japan, and promoted
cultural exchange between the two countries
through the folk dance of Kolo, an intangible

cultural heritage.”
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"We are planning various events and projects
in the future. If you are interested in Serbia
and have a chance to visit, I encourage you to

do so."
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The Ambassador, who sometimes chooses her
words carefully but speaks her mind in precise
Japanese, shows her extraordinary passion for
deepening mutual understanding between the

two countries.
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Gakyojin Inoue Bunta x Embassy Series
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Serbian Pyrethrum Flower
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2022 Painted by Bunta Inoue

(© Bunta Inoue

"Gakyojin, INOUE Bunta, featured in this month's issue of JAPAN artist, will begin

a series of paintings illustrating various countries and regions of the world."
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