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Summer festivals and fireworks festivals are the perfect events Lg\)._at\{'ﬁ'd?r}g;ring . / -_ ‘_-'_ ;:,bﬁrt:{t_is §till gifﬁcult to say whether or not they will be held this year.
However, everybody should go to see one of Japan's three maj:i'i!fﬁféﬁ{q :fe stivalsl at léast once-in 4 lifetime; attracting as many as 800,000 people around
20,000 fireworks are set off on these occasions. “The Nagaoka Gré..n.d Firey 0. I
commemorate those who died in the war and to pray for world peace. “The All Jdpan Fireworks Competition-Omagari - Hanabi” (canceled in 2021) is held
on the last Saturday of August every year. Since it is a competition, the Prime Minister’s Prize is awarded for the best fireworks, making it a favorite among
fireworks designers. The “Tsuchiura All Japan Fireworks Competition” is held on the first Saturday of November every year (date as yet to be confirmed), and
it’s here that the best “starmine” (continuous barrage of fireworks) in Japan is chosin.
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From the Editorial Desk ﬁ%?17 &b
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The atomic bombing and the end of the war. Every year in August, interest in World War II in Japan. This month's issue of our magazine also features the
article “Japanese Soldiers Stationed in Peleliu Island” from our archives. Bonds that were forged during that tragic wartime era still remain between Palau
and Japan. As humanity has overcome various hardships, each country has passed on its own indigenous culture like a tasuki to the future. In the Artists
and Artisans page, we would like to introduce you to two Japanese people who have passed on the “tasuki” two of Japan’s most emblematic traditions: the
shamisen and the tea ceremony. We hope you enjoy them.
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Gift applications
Write the gift name, your name, address, gender, age, nationality, and the article(s) you
enjoyed in this issue and send it to us by postcard or e-mail. Competition closes August 5.

Winners will be selected by lottery and receive gifts directly.
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The events on pages 12-13 may be postponed due to COVID-19.
ﬁﬁ ﬁ@ﬁ%tiﬁﬁuﬂ@l:ﬁﬂ'ﬁ@ﬁéﬂ LTWEY,
12-13 R=YDARY FEHUAOT VAN ADFBTTENEEICBREIENBDET,

Published and Edited 1T - 55 | Hiragana Times, Incorporated BRI RV SHRT AL X
Publisher #{TA | TARUISHI Koji #AEA

Editor in Chief #5258 A | TARUISHI Koji, HASEGAWA Katsuyuki AR, KA/ BT
Assistant Editor 7 X% > NTF 1% — | Felicity HUGHES 7z v>¥F1— -kEa—X

DTP | SEKI Natsuko, SUZUKI Yusuke B8 DZ. #AREN

Japanese Proofreader F1XX#Z1E | TATEISHI Saeko ¥ 71 4T

Multi-Level Text Recording ¥JLF L)L+ THF X NEF | ONO Keiko, Dominic ALLEN
INFEF RI=Y-TLY

Design | Snapask (Holdings) Inc. Amy LIN #A$E5 Kao BRI

WEB | HASEGAWA Riki 2|32t


https://hiraganatimes.com

People «

ubdp Qo1

JOPDD_OE[ JO JOPDSSDqWV SL{L

INA X X)L NP

His Excellency Mr. Jaime BARBERIS holds university degrees in law and international studies. He joined the Ecuadorian Foreign Service in
1978. He has held several positions at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and served in diplomatic and consular positions in Vienna, Geneva,
Washington D.C., Hamburg, Budapest and Tokyo. He was Ambassador of Ecuador to Hungary from 2010 to 2015 and served concurrently in
Greece (2011-2015), Croatia (2012-2015), Serbia (2012-2015), Bulgaria (2013-2015) and Romania (2013-2015). Since 2017 he is the Ambassador
of Ecuador to Japan.
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Working in Japan
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An Exhibition to Learn about Prince Shotoku temanugo yomiori.co jp/horyuiz0z1/
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“The 1,400th Memorial for Prince Shotoku, Horyuji, Prince Shotoku and Treasures of Early Buddhist Faith in Japan” will held until
September 5 at the Tokyo National Museum (Ueno, Tokyo). Prince Shotoku (sixth to seventh centuries) assisted the emperor in building a nation centered
on Buddhism. Horyuji Temple, built by Prince Shotoku, is home to many cultural assets. This exhibition explores the personality of Prince Shotoku through
treasures from Horyuji Temple. Reservation for a specific date and time: 2,100 yen.
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Exhibition of KATSUSHIKA Hokusai, Ukiyo-e artist hokusai2021.p
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MOUDECET N '(}\:b/\m

L=min

Ty
Commemorating the 260th anniversary of his birth, the special exhibition “All Sorts Of Hokusai (Hokusai- ‘ 3
zukushi)” will be held at the Tokyo Midtown Hall (Roppongi, Tokyo) from July 22 to September 17. This is { ;
the first exhibition to display all 883 pages of “Hokusai Manga,” 46 pieces of “Thirty-six Views of Mt. Fuji” T gﬁt
and 102 pieces of “One Hundred Views of Mt. Fuji” over the course of the entire exhibition period. General oy 1

> §

admission at the door: 1,800 yen. -
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Hokusai Manga, vol. 12
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The World’s Largest Cosplay Festival
E‘%E—X%&@]Zﬂ/@%ﬁ

T ANTURNESS cosplay

www.worldcosplaysummit.jp

“The World Cosplay Summit 2021” will be held in Nagoya City, Aichi Prefecture, on August 7 and 8.
The event, which attracts 300,000 people from 40 countries and regions around the world, will be held
for the 19th time this year. The World Cosplay Championship in which representatives from around the
world compete for the global title of best cosplayer, will be held online (it's free to watch). The “Aichi Pop

Culture Festival” will be held at the same time.
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renewal open

Seibuen Amusement Park, located in
Tokorozawa City, Saitama Prefecture,
reopened in May. The theme is “Japan in the
1960s,” making it a nostalgic experience for
those who lived during that period and a new
one for those who didn’t.
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“Let’s Go! Leo Land” is a new family area
that features characters created by TEZUKA
Osamu, Japan’s leading manga artist. Leo

is the name of the main character in one of
Tezuka's works. In addition, there is also the
Godzilla-themed “Godzilla the Ride: The
Great Monster Summit Battle,” where visitors
can experience the thrill of being thrown into
the middle of a battle between Godzilla and

King Ghidorah.
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Reopening of Seibuen Amusement Park
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thrill

The “Sunset Hill Shopping Street” with its
30 stores recreates the world of the 1960s
down to every little detail. You can enjoy
live performances that unfold at close range,
such as a policeman giving directions who
suddenly starts chasing a thief.
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www.seibu-leisure.co.jp/amusementpark/

T\CKET
ADULTS 7&(!/"\ | 4,000 YEN ( E‘::!v)

CHILDREN F &% | 3,000 YEN ( E‘%)

Until September 5, visitors can take part in a
water show called “The Great Water Battle”
and attend a fireworks display called “The
Great Fire Festival” in the pool.
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THE GREAT MONSTER SUMMIT BATTLE
TM & © TOHO CO.,, LTD.

THE GREAT FIRE FESTIVAL & THE GREAT WATER BATTLE
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News Review :1—175\5;%;,3:
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1. A swing that can charge smartphones has appeared in front of
JR Kashiwa Station in Chiba Prefecture.
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2. A charging outlet is connected to the swing, and when you use

the swing, it generates electricity.
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3. Depending on how the swing is used, it is estimated that

you can recharge 3% of the battery after about one minute of

swinging back and forth.
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4. By using the swing, many people, from children to the
elderly, can experience the difficulty and importance of

generating electricity.
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5. This swing charger was made in the Netherlands and was used

by many people at a Dutch event.
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Fewer Students from Tokyo University Becoming Bureaucrats

1. It is said that excellent bureaucrats are the unsung heroes of

modernization in Japan.
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2. It is the bureaucrats who actually formulate the policies,
and the politicians make announcements based on those

formulations.
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3. Many excellent bureaucrats are graduates of the University of

Tokyo, which is said to be Japan’s top university.
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4. However, in 2021, out of those who passed the “Examination
for Recruitment of National Public Servants” - which is
considered to be the gateway to bureaucracy - only 256 were from
the University of Tokyo. Compared to 459 in 2015, the figure has

almost halved.
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5. Up to now, Kasumigaseki district in Tokyo, which is home
to Japan’s central government offices, has been considered the

workplace for the country’s elite involved in the heart of politics.
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Nihongo Spirit H#z
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Which Comes First, the Individual or Society?

a

1. When we express something in English we start from
the perspective of the individual, and gradually zoom out.

Contrastingly, in Japanese, we start with the big picture and

3. When it comes to the date, in British English, first we write the
date, then the month and end with the year. In Japanese, we write

this information in the opposite order.

gradually zoom into the individual.
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4. To the Japanese way of thinking, first we have the world

(society), with the individual person existing in relation to it.

() Z T o

2. For example, this can be seen in the way addresses are written. T BAGA DA DR %

&

m

In English, we start with the individual’s name, then the district,

the city, the prefecture and end up with the country. In Japanese,

(=) B H->7T. z0 o i
we write these details in the opposite order. A i
o X A B B L 7,
BIZIE Zh i3, ) g= =R S) i ThEw
& HTEE ) e
/O ET, KR T, 2.
5. This way of thinking is at the root of Japanese values and
WX, #B7H. = E[0) character formation, making it the core of Nihongo Spirit.
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Idioms ¥ ¥« A L E Eﬁ%

Enghsh+ English ]apanese Japanese
Japanese Text

Text ?}Cb | Mayumi coach, Yukari coach, and Rie coach RpHI—F, MO I—F ODZI—F

idioms pronounced

=D kitsui

definition meaning
intense The word “kitsui” refers to a feeling of being overwhelmed or burdened.
] severe (a) Extremely irritated.

hard

(b) Tightened or bound fast.

(c) Having a strict or harsh tone of voice.

determined @ There
ere 1S no space Oor room.
2 forceful
formidable
EOV I BEENMRDBATLAIRT. BENASKTOSVERERKLET,
3 strong (@) RBOREA R

(b) FESH 01 D H DBV T
% hic LiEE i o4& &35 7
(0 SHEPOBHET LW,

tight
close

(d) FERIPO L&D DR VT
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Akiri’s Special Japanese Lesson 7
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The Only One of its Kind in the World
By Creating Stories Connected to New Vocabulary, this Method of Self-Study Ensures

You Never Forget What You’ve Learned Il

26

Text X | MORISHITA Akiri 5 ™ 241
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In last month’s column, I talked about the importance
of learning words in order to develop colloquial
communication skills in Japanese. Japanese learners
already know the meanings of basic words for everything
things in their native languages, such as “station,” “park,”
and “school.” They can easily and enjoyably increase
the number of words they can use by learning how to
memorize Japanese words by using phonics derived from

such words in their native language.
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For more information about MAMA Con, please check the website below.

MAMA :I‘Jo)ifﬂli‘ 'jlf%gﬂ'?:j"f‘f hTZHEE<EZW,

B Download Free Super J Texts :

https://super-j.academy/curriculum/
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Picking up from where I left off, I will introduce how to effectively
use MAMA cons and how to review them to fix them firmly in

your memory.
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How to use MAMA cons to accelerate memorization
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There are five tips for learning words using MAMA cons. In this

issue, I would like to introduce the fourth.

MAMA AV %S BEZE s DOAYD S5, SEIE 4
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4. Learn all the words you want to remember with an original
story made with MAMA Cons.
4. MAMA 1 ‘/"C“{’E%ﬂi’ DIFILAK=U—T, %itb\%

FEEEOTHRD

When there are multiple words you want to remember that fall
under the same category (days of the week, months, time periods,
etc.), you can memorize all these related words at once by creating
an original story centered around the MAMA con that are common

to those words.
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For your reference, here is an example of a story that incorporates the
terms for the days of the week. I invented a story taking the theme of
youbi’s yo MAMA con “yoga” as days of the week in Japanese, such

as “getsu,” “ka,” are always suffixed with the word “youbi.”
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Bond between People of Palau and Japanese Soldiers

-

1. At the end of the Second World War, 12,000 Japanese soldiers

were stationed at Peleliu Island in the Palau Islands, located close

to the Philippines.
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2. Palau had been ruled by Germany until 1914, and after that

governed by Japan.
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3. Building roads, schools, hospitals and the like, Japan improved
the islands’ infrastructure, and relations between the islanders

and the Japanese soldiers were very friendly.
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4. In 1944, 42,000 American forces equipped with the latest

modern weaponry drew near.
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5. The islanders communicated their decision to the Japanese
commanding officer, Colonel NAKAGAWA Kunio, that they
would fight alongside the Japanese troops in order to protect

their island.

B % F¥3 fHic
ESHhA LE ES) € FA<h
EH(C B> RE Z

&b fefe F2w
. D BRIl M5B Kk i
W54 BHLD <IE & W T
152. F e,

6. However, the commanding officer was angry at this, saying,
“You think the mighty Imperial Army would fight alongside

mere natives?”
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My Travels in Japan
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I like car and motorcycle racing. I go to Japan
every year in October. There is one motorcycle
race and two car races. It is always fun. The car

races are in Suzuka and at Fuji Speedway.
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The motorcycle race is in Motegi. I stay in
Utsunomiya. The food in Utsunomiya is delicious.
The gyoza there is the best. I eat it frequently. I take
the bus to Motegi every day. It takes about one hour.
I also visit the Honda Hall Collection. It's amazing.
Soichiro HONDA was a very intelligent man.
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I stay in Numazu for the race at Fuji Speedway.
I take the train from Numazu to Gotemba, and
then go by bus to Fuji Speedway. Every morning
I can see Mt. Fuji. It's beautiful. Sometimes there
is snow on Mt Fuji. It’s cold. I helped a girl with
her English homework on the train. Her English
and my Japanese were the same level. We laughed
together.
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For the Suzuka Circuit race I stay in Nagoya. I
take the train from Nagoya to Suzuka. It takes

about 40 minutes. Sometimes I change trains

in Yokkaichi. This is the most popular race.
There are a lot of people. Every year I make
new friends and see old friends. I always buy
and eat tangerines from Mie Prefecture. They
are delicious. The food at Suzuka Circuit is also
delicious. The food at American racetracks is not

very good. Traveling in Japan is always fun.
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Mr. MATSUMURA Souryou, SHUHALLY,
Associate Professor of Urasenke Tea Ceremony

“These black tatami mats have light-
transmitting fibers folded into them. There
are LEDs inside, and when you turn on the
light, it illuminates them.” This may sound like
an explanation of a live performance, but it is
a story about a teahouse, the stage for the tea
ceremony, a traditional Japanese art form.
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This time, we interviewed Mr. MATSUMURA
Souryou, Associate Professor of Urasenke Tea
Ceremony. The location was the tea room of
SHUHALLY, a tea ceremony school in Kannai,
Yokohama (Kanagawa Prefecture).
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The origin of the word “SHUHALLY" is “shu-
ha-ri” which was taught by SEN no Rikyu, a tea
master of the Warring States period (15th-16th
century). It means to protect and break with
tradition, and to leave in order to create one’s
own style. As befits the name, Mr. Matsumura
has been attracting attention both in Japan and
abroad for his unique tea ceremonies that follow
tradition but are also designed to be easily
enjoyed by people of today.
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The tea ceremony may seem rigid, but
within its framework, it is very free. This tea
ceremony room is also reconstructed with
modern materials, but the dimensions are
based on a classic tea ceremony room from
the early Edo period (17th century), and it has
all the functions required for a tea ceremony.
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/}( / In the tea ceremony, guests pass through
a garden called a “roji” and enter through
a 60-70 centimeters square entrance called
a “nijiriguchi.” The small, low entrance
symbolizes the idea that all people are equal
‘.— in the tea room. It is also believed that the tea
ceremony room was a sanctuary in the feudal

society, where people could communicate with
each other regardless of their status.
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“Thefidea of the tea ceremony is outlandish.
Toghave strong warriors kneeling together in
Small room drinking tea? Perhaps there was
n aspect of it that was similar to a kind of
drug culflite, Originally, it was customary to
(e garden before entering the tea
tea must have been a highly
K for warlords.”
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are many theories as to why warlords
ea houses and held tea ceremonies
P‘competition with each other, but Mr.
}?V[atsumura's words fit perfectly.
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In the summer holidays, many
children look forward to playing
with “toy hanabi” at the seaside.
The best way to end a home
firework display is with “Senko-
Hanabi” (sparklers). The sparkler is
lit on the end of unreliably feeble-
looking Japanese paper that is
wrapped in gunpowder and once
the fireball is formed, you have

to be careful to keep your hand
steady. The bigger the fireball, the
longer it will last. If it is too big,
it will fall. The fun comes to an
end when the scattered sparks fall
silent. Senko-Hanabi are deeply
associated in people's minds with
o 1,é.happy memories spent with their
= % = families.
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