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In Japan, from the end of April until early May, there are four
consecutive public holidays and this period that is called “Golden
Week.” One of the holidays is “Constitution Memorial Day,” a

topic we explore in this month’s Archive.
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There has been increased debate in the Diet about a ruling from
the Sapporo District Court that states that provisions in the Civil
Code prohibiting same-sex marriage are unconstitutional. There
is also a lively debate underway about whether married couples

should be allowed to have separate surnames.
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Spotlight

“PUI PUI MOLCAR” is Popular
"PUI PUIELLA—1 AR

ICA &

! “PUI PUI MOLCAR; broadcast on TV
from January to March is still popular.

It is a stop-motion animation about a world in which
Guinea pigs (marmots) have turned into Molcars.
Molcars made from wool felt race around town. The
“voice actors” are real Guinea pigs and “Pui Pui”
stands for their squeals.
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stop-motion animation felt
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The stories in it center around friendships and adven-
tures, with a focus on situations that are unique to
automobiles. Although Molcars are driven by people,
they can also move of their own volition. Though
there is no dialogue, the Molcars are very expressive.
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Though it is a children’s show that airs early in the
morning with each episode lasting just a few minutes,
many adults have become hooked, too. Every time it
was broadcasted, it started trending on Twitter. People
are making their own Molcars from felt or food and
uploading photos of these onto social media.
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One of the reasons for its popularity is that despite
appearing cute on the surface, it’s infused with a dark
sense of humor. It depicts selfish people such as a driv-
er immersed in his smartphone, who causes a traffic
jam as an ambulance approaches, or another who
leaves their cat in the car on a hot day.
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Responding to the show’s popularity, various mer-
chandise, including stuffed toys, stationery items and
T-shirts have been released. In April, a story book
recreating the TV program went on sale. More official
merchandise is on the way.
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PUI PUI MOLCAR - Who coused the traffic jam? / Released from
Froebel-Kan Co., Ltd. / 1,000 yen
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@& k«ww.susohcchl.co.m Joroduct/yellow_benfo.htm] This ekiben is made to resemble a Doctor Yellow, “the

doctor for shinkansen (bullet train).” These trains are

Ekiben: boxed |inch sold at train stations designed to check up on the state of the rail track and
R#  RUEASATLBEH X o o .
RENA R RBAIED overhead electrical wires. It is said that if you spot

this train, you'll have good luck. This ekiben contains
11 popular treats for children, including fried rice
with chicken, a hamburger steak, fried prawns and
mini jelly. It costs 1,280 yen.
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Ki-Glass (Wood and Glass) Series Sake Jun Workshop / % LB

Drinking Lipped Bowl and Cup
K Glass >~V —XiBER ROECVWHEH

Gries T Lo H bree Specially made for savoring sake, these cups are popular

& funcobo.sakura.ne.id items in the Ki Glass series. Each one is made by hand

from blown glass. The base is made from Hokkaido’s
enju (pagoda) tree. A katakuchi (lipped bowl) costs
8,500 yen. The guinomi (glass) costs 3,000 yen.
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Exhibition of Ukiyo-e

lvww.edo-tokyo-museum.or.id
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Thirty-six Views of Mount Fuji: Under the Mannen Bridge at Fukagawa by KATSUSHIKA Hokusai | 57 <3AL» 52550 shhhEABAIBL LE et

From April 24 to June 20, a special exhibition titled “The Mount Fuji
Challenges: Hokusai and Hiroshige” will be held at Edo-Tokyo Museum
(Ryogoku, Tokyo). It features the entire collection of “36 Views of Mt.
Fuji,” one of Katsushika Hokusai’s most renowned works. The exhibition
will also focus on Utagawa Hiroshige, who was influenced by Hokusai
but tried to put his own spin on his representations of the mountain.
General admission costs 1,000 yen.
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s Review

Repaying Taiwan for its
Kindness with Pineapple

febbh T IMMF YTV

w K oo X

taiwann ni painappuru
T BhADZL
de onngaeshi

1. China announced that from March they will
stop importing pineapples produced in Taiwan
because, according to them, harmful insects
were found in the fruit.

B 5T b Wb Th D

chuugoku ga, taiwann sann no
NAF+v7Ib "5 b S H
EWiE > KR35 )
painappuru kara gaichuu ga
HDOh o1 & LT, 3 Ho yaL>)
mitsukatta to shite, sEnn gatsu kara
Wicw> ZPH3 & 1F>U&>5 LEFLL
yunyuu wo yameru to happyou shi mashita.

rAudio is available for the digital version
TI2IVRIEE BRI E
iEh  BAEL D

Multi-Level Texts
— P40

2. In response, many countries, including
Japan, moved to support Taiwan.

NI e LT, IZiZh = HE
kore ni taishite, nihonn wo fukumu

EHLD <lghH fctbbh =
o0oku no kuni ga taiwann wo
LCL&EKS & >2TE &L,

shiji shiyou to ugoki mashita.

Notes for Reading /555 GE¥E&) — P24 |
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3. The supermarket has been flooded with
enquiries from customers wanting to buy them
in Japan, making it difficult to obtain Taiwanese
pineapples.

IZIZA Tl& é—{ ;S_ I
nihonn deha Su-pa- ni
febWbh TR N1 F v 7IV D
) EWiE 2R3

taiwann sann painappuru no
To5ICw> FFS5L» * ELbbE B

kounyuu kibousha ya toiawase ga
fe<Eh &E5N. Tl iy (2<<
takusann yoserare, te ni hairi nikuku
mY F Ll

nari mashita.

4. Many Japanese people felt that it was a way
to show their gratitude to Taiwan for its gen-
erous support, including the generous dona-
tions made at the time of the Great East Japan
Earthquake.

UBL ITIFEA FEVLAETL D EE
higashi nihonn daishinnsai no toki,
feLbA B fehi< D ES zE
taiwann ga tagaku no kifu nado
ftkwlx LAA ZLT<hfcZE A
tadai na shienn wo shite kureta koto he no
BALDBZAL DB TES & DAL
onngaeshi ga dekiru to kannjita
IZIEACA D KKEA WET,
nihonnjinn ga takusann i masu.
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New Expressions & Buzzwords

AVAR TSR

W A T k£ ¢ 5 A F

innsuta gurannma

Insta-Grandma

1. This is a portmanteau word made from
“Instagram” and “grandma,” meaning grand-
mother.

AVARITSIL & BEHBBErA ZEK®RTS
WAT LSBT W

innsutaguramu to, obaachann wo imi suru
g7k % b RS T,
CHAZ &K

gurannma wo kaketa kotoba desu.

2. Now, elderly women who use Instagram to
post about how they enjoy dressing up are gain-
ing fans.

2. BlLr»nhz LG ’FZ
WE fed £257
ima, oshare wo tanoshimu yousu wo
P2 IN I i
WATRSHT £E3T5
innsutaguramu ni toukou suru
F i D z H b5 hH
RAEN C&eEL
nennpai no josei tachi ga
x _H ThTWET,

5w 3%<

chuumoku sarete i masu.

3. People empathize not only with their fashion
choices, but also with their lifestyle.

J7woav felrchr<. D %XFAH

SAd2L KA (AT o)V
fasshonn dake de naku, sono ikika ta
% # B ENTLET,
TEOIDA
mo kyoukann sarete i masu.
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sanntenn ri-da- shoukougunn

Ellipses Syndrome

1. This is the habit of frequently using ellipses
(...) at the end of sentences.

X = I =g )=4— () =
SAED ETATA Y — T2 —
bunnmatsu ni sanntenn ri-da- (...) wo
UhIEh 1T 1;53 & T9,

hinnpann ni tsukau koto desu.

2. They convey subtle nuances that cannot be
expressed in words or feelings that are hard to
put into words.

E EBICTEREY WM ¥ & Za27VA ¥
& UI&D iCwdHhT
kotoba ni dekinai bimyou na nyuannsu ya,
SEWDO5L SIFb = ®&LET,
W ) HoH

ii durai kimochi wo arawashi masu.

3. More and more people are using them to
allow others to draw their own conclusions.

Th %= A L. R I
&S HNT

sore wo riyou shi, aite ni

¥ B WK fe& I 5

FATA 2h

hanndann wo yudaneru tame ni tsukau

A B BATWIET,

(6 &

hito ga fuete i masu.

lllustration: YOSHIDA Shinko /1 5 X b ﬁgﬂ LAZ
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Current Topics
ALVEFFEYIR

hhht EUKT

Morals of Bureaucrats
and Politicians
Called into Question

Fl:ﬂbh% E% P

AU &S

tovvareru kannryou ya
|-h|
HAxR O €IV
hcA Al Li ba) L 5 %
seijika no moraru

1. A scandal has broken out at a major video
production company where the son of Prime
Minister, SUGA Yoshihide works.

E RBE KEXE D R FH
3'75‘ LLoT %9 Y 7‘LL\L,/v I
suga yoshihide souri’daijinn no musuko ga
g 95, k%ﬂﬂﬁ% #HEsHE o
EAEG BT AVEDS Jév*(fJ\L\L’P
kinnmu suru, oote eizou seisaku’gaisha no
FEXZ T %% LELL
TERPARS lE>H<

Sukyanndaru ga hakkaku shi mashita.

2. The company has got into a lot of trou-
ble for illegally wining and dining top offi-
cials from the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications.

W E BRS5 % E & I
Z5G LEIDARN WiES
soumushou kannbu ra wo ihou ni
B F LE & LT KEHZ B &EIC
go7zy B HATEWD

settai shita to shite ookina monndai ni
HTHo>TWVWEY,

natte i masu.

3. Most people thought that the bureaucrats,
including senior officials of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and Communications, were act-
ing in the unstated interests of the prime minis-
ter.

E K O

L Hh
kokuminn no

wEAE 8BRS
Z5GL&EOIDAR
soumushou kannbu ra

T OE A
ALY &S
kannryou ga

& E Lk &
Zh 1< ,
sonntaku shita to

EANES
b6

ooku ha,

5 2 I
z5 4 .
souri ni

BRCxLl,
A

kannji mashita.

4. In recent years, there have been a series of
revelations of wrongdoing by politicians and
bureaucrats.

A, HAxR P [ZH S T N
EhRA g0 LCH DAY &S )
kinnnenn, seijika ya kannryou ni yoru
FE fIAH #E RNT Hﬂbb\ I
SEVZS K HLD

fusei koui ga aitsuide ak/raka ni
HOo>TWVWET,

natte i masu.

5. However, seeming to comply with the wish-
es of the authorities, the media has not been
actively reporting them.

LHL ><7-4 & IR 1& I
& T W 35 HWOITA
shikashi medhia ha seikenn ni
H FF LTWa HD &S IT, F T
ToELLLTCE

sonntaku shite iru kano you ni, sekkiyokuteki ni
B E LFEA.

F2&E5

houdou shi masenn.

1
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/In3|ght into the Subject
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Politicians

and Bureaucrats
Are the Clowns

of the Political World

8% & E.ﬁ%ti

20 L) ya) Y &S
seijika to kannryou ha
20 H (6] i 5
seikai no piero

1. In Japan, when you drop your wallet, the per-
son who finds it usually takes it to the police so
that it can be returned.

H&X Tl Bt % EFELTH.

I EA RIAPS s )

nihonn de ha, saifu wo otoshite mo,

Zhe BoWk ABH  EB®(C
H* [OF< FWNED

sore wo mitsuketa hito ga keisatsu ni

) DT, KEIF EROTEEFT,

sE fehTL L3V

todokeru node, taitei ha modotte ki masu.

2. But even in a country with so many honest
people, there is no shortage of political scan-
dals.

ThigE HEL A B E4% 3]
fTWOED U& ESES) <l
sorehodo seijitsu na hito ga ooi kuni
T, BaAaD T #& $ l& ’fﬁz Tt Ao
A A L &2 0L
demo, seiji no fushouji ha tae masenn.

Explanation of JAPANese Test Questions

JAPANese Test(DEF‘ikff]‘?'%uH Be
A 2Ly D80

3. Many of the scandals involve entertaining or
bribing bureaucrats or politicians in order to gain
approval or permission for public works projects.

FHEE o BB B & »

HSL&OC ESES) DAY &S
fushouji no 00KuU ha, kannryou ya

HaR O ®B#F P e T

T H goey b5

seijika heno seftai ya wairo de,

B HEX D 5F BB E ©

IO2FLHLCEES FRITAD
koukyou’jigyou no kyoninnka ya

¥ X Z&HSOT BETCWVWET,

iE>bw> ES)

hacchuu wo megutte Okite i masu.

4. In most cases, this is done not by bribing
them directly with money, but with political
contributions which are permitted by law.

FEARE 0)15 & &% % BT & Lok
l,\ ThEA b

hotonndo no baa/ kinnsenn wo watasu fo itta

E EMWK B B & &,

L&<{EDTE H 3

chokusetsuteki na wairo yori mo,

b E T mHoNT WS BAM £

24D & FOWLCITAEA

houritsu de mitomerarete iru seiji’kennkinn

ELT HAHhTLET.

to shite okgngwarete i masu.

5. Because politics is an expensive business,
political parties are given large grants from
tax-payers’ money. Nevertheless, cases of brib-
ery are constantly happening.

B Al zbﬁ hbhbhsd EWw> EHR T
g0 L DD
seiji niha okane ga kakaru to iu riyuu de,
15 Tl e ya N>y
gW0hED TWOWEA
seitou niha zeikinn kara
%gﬁ D XfitE H 5Z5nTWET,
fe hi< Z 9 5E b
tagaku no koufu kinn ga ataerarete i masu.
zhics bbb 5T, BN EBEH I
Z25Lw 2L Cith
sore ni mo kakawarazu, zoushuuwai’jikenn ha

& Zib5 Tt
HE

(=
ato wo tachi masenn.
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English

AUDIO

Plan in Motion to Give
Couples the Option

of Having Different
Surnames

B fhavt:

ugoki hajimeta

KImAILE IR HIE

/5\ /5\ /\D ﬁll\
fuufu’bessei senntaku se/do

1. In Japan, the law requires one person in a
couple to adopt the other’s surname after mar-
riage.

H X Tl BB ITHE Xz D

LL i/’u (d’j C/U z5\j /5\

nihonn deha, kekkonn suru to fuufu no

EBESHH —H O L BRBTED
WolE>S g0 H

dochiraka ga ippou no sei ni kaeru koto ga

= 2T EHSNTLET,

EF>4Y> Ry

houritsu de sadamerarete i masu.

2. In 96% of cases, it’
change their surname.

s mostly women who

z HH EZE T-ADB  FEEALET.
C&EL H iF—1
Jjosei ga kaeru ke-su ga hotonndo de,
96 % T7,
EFwo5LCw 25 E—FAL
kyuujuuroku pa-sennto desu.
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3. Recently, within the Japanese system, there
has been an active movement to allow individ-
uals to choose whether to change their own sur-
name after marriage.

& O Tl HA D il TH

TWEA [ZIEA gL E

saikinn deha nihonn no seido demo

‘fn g il HME TZBZHLEIAGLDLZ
FoZlh T g0 o) o)

kekkonn go ni sei wo kaeruka kaenaika wo

B9 T BB &SI LLS &S
,5\ Ab

Jibunn de eraberu you ni shiyou to iu

BEH E BRI HoTEFLL

2T HoED

ugokiga  kappatsu ni natte ki mashita.

4. In opinion polls, those in favor far outweigh
those against, and young people in particular
have shown their support.

#Hiw FE TE BEBEHRHL RME
KAABEDE ThAEW lFAfe
yoronn’chousa deha sannsei ga hanntai wo
A%< EEY. iz BL AN
F:SES) 2hED &< HhH g0
0Okiku  uwamawatri, tokuni  wakai sedai ga

ZHFLTLEY,
e

shiji shite i masu.

5. Although the issue of changing surnames
after marriage has been discussed in the past,
because many believe that it would lead to a
loss of a sense of family unity, the system has
not been changed.

& iE o o o I 2WT I
IFoZh & HLEn
kekkonn go no kaisei ni tsuite ha
INET B %gﬁ/ﬁb ThTEFLE D
koremade nimo g?ironn sarete ki mashita ga,
RED — R # £ bnd
n»Z< WofeWbhhA > L%
kazoku no ittai’kann ga ushinawareru
EWofk ER B %<,
With ESYS)
to itta ikenn ga ooku,
# B IE & £ H LTLEEA,
T EHVEL CoA

seido’kaisei ha Jitsugenn shite i masenn.
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AUDIO § AUDIO § AUDIO

6. About 27% of one or both members of mar-
ried couples are remarried. Then there’s the
issue of same sex marriage. Changing chil-
dren’s surnames for the convenience of one of
the parents is also considered a sticking point.

X\ O WA Friz EBE5HH
D5 J&E21F5 .
fuufu no ryouhou mata ha dochiraka ga
B B TH5 2 & #
TWTA HbHL <
saikonn de aru wariai ha yaku
27 % TY, Y FN
ICCw5kh E—tAL
nijuunana pa-sennto desu. mata,
B & 15 D F'ﬁ ] & HYFT,
ESEWVCA AJLL\ )
dousei’konn no monndai mo ari masu.
FELO KL B 0 B8 T
HP 289
kodomo no se/ ga oya no tsugou de
CHEOYTUVET,

TosdTE b F"il
Zs) QL\

kawaru koto mo monnda/ ni natte i masu.

7. Reasons given against adopting different sur-
names include: “It’ll lead to the collapse of the
family registration system,” “Maiden names are
often kept for business, or other purposes,” and
“It will open the door to allowing female mem-
bers of the imperial family to become emperor.”

B % EEEDLIC R Xt ¥35EM
NXoHlLy D lFA T D>
bessei wo nanoru koto ni hanntai suru riyuu
IZik. TZhETO P& §E )]
THEEEWE
niha, “koremade no koseki se/do no
Bi_ IR % B8<1 TEJRX HTETIE
F25H0 Fh ULChd
houkai wo maneku” “bijinesu nado deha
B _#% 5 &< FEhhT W3]
T30 oh
kyuusei ga yoku tsukawarete iru”
Z3x X 2 D
C&lTWTADS
‘jokei’tennnou heno

REDLBY ET,

nado ga ari masu.

- “@U IZ DHhB |

gironn ni tsunagaru”

8. Some say that while international couples —
there are more and more of these in these times
of globalization — can choose to have different
surnames, there’s no option for Japanese cou-
ples and that’s unfair.

Jo—N\uk H JE& T BATWS

CAH—EBH Th A ]

quro-baru’ka ga susumu naka de fuete iru

E B & 1§ T Al ®H BN

ZLEWFDTA X2HEW Z5

kokusai’kekkonn deha bessei ga eraberu

D, BFRARBRET T EBNELOE
. IZIEFACAED L Z5 )

noni, nihonnjinn’doushi de erabenai noha

AT EWLS A LM ET,

ST O\ ZZ =

fukouhei toiu koe mo kikare masu.

9. It’s said that the reason why little progress
has been made on this as a policy issue is that
the members of parliament responsible for
designing the new system are mostly male and
as such have little understanding of the difficul-
ties women encounter after changing their sur-
names.

O MES HE LLT Lo
LAWK FLEL

kono monndaiga seisaku  to shite ikkou ni
EE L B, HLL HEE
EkK] ) DD Hes BOE
susuma nai riyuu ha, atarashii  seido wo
) = D EASA
= TWA &6
kimeru giinn no ooku ga
F % Ths fe&. o 9% &I
TAEW Hgn z
dannsei dearu tame, kaisei go ni
Z Ilé Y hhB =wH %
C&El <55
josei ni fur/ kakaru kurou wo
%Jibﬁ% LT LiEw ZED HFShTVLET,

NN

rikai shite inai koto ga  agerare te i masu.
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-SKIT (JAPANese Specific Knowledge Inside Texts)

What is Written in the Japanese Constitution?

£ Bh < WA

BAREE ICIE AH EHhTLZ D H

Nihonnkoku kennpou niwa/ha nani ga kakareteiru no ka

© May 3 is Constitution Memorial Day and a national holiday. @ The constitution of Japan consists of 11

chapters and 103 articles. @ Its three main principles are, “sovereignty of the people,” “respect for fundamental
human rights,” and “pacifism.” @ It is unusual that one third of its text deals with human rights. @ The consti-

tution came into force on May 3, 1947, two years after Japan was defeated in the Second World War.

T HD2HD H FAES ERAT LD
O5 8 3 AIF FEAZZH T i B TY,
May third Constitution Memorial Day and (a) national holiday i
5 gatsu mikka wa/ha Kennpou’Kinennbi de shukujitsu desu.
[ZIEATZL FAIES Cwo0oL&D UR<CEALED 2oL
OHXE & & & ME, 103 % 7T B ThTWLEY,
(the) constitution of Japan eleven chapters (and) hundred and three articles consists of
Nihonnkoku kennpou wa/ha 11 shou, 103 jou de kousei sarete imasu.
Th W IFAZL Ll Fh Lplth EEATE CAITA ZhbE&D
O%7D = KX R 8l & MER ¥ XM A E D g5
its three main principles sovereignty of (the) people fundamental human rights for respect
Sono sann dai gennsoku wa/ha, ‘kokuminn’shukenn” “kihonnteki Jinnkenn no sonnchou”
N0b L E C&SRA */u/s\/u CAlTA
MR £ &) T9, O % X D 39D 1 H Al HTOHNTWS
(and) pacifism are (its) text <articles> of one third human rights deals with
‘heiwa’shugi” desu. Joubunn no 3 bunn no 1 ga jinnkenn ni aterarete iru
. ELBED FAFE o .V el i g hy T:L\ﬁ:‘/x(
DH B # TY, 0D E £ I* A& H BoRMR X B
that unusual (it) is the constitution Japan the Second World War
no ga tokuchou desu. Kono kennpou wa/ha Nihonn ga Dai’2 ji Sekai Taisenn
P& IChh & TAREWSIURLKALYIBERRA T HDOHD H
T BNt 2 F B, 1947 F 0 58 3 H <
in was defeated two years after nineteen forty-seven May third n
de yabureta 2 nenn’go no, 1947 nenn no 5 gatsu mikka ni
LZ>
1T ThEll,

came into force
shikou saremashita.

read: go

read: juuichi,
hyaku sann

read: sann, ichi

means “the 2nd.”
“X” means “~th”
or “~nd”

read: ni,

senn kyuuhyaku
yonjuu hana
(shichi)

From May issue, 2012720128585 & V)
18 Tk 5555


https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/05/018-021.mp3

English Japanese
Japanese English Japanese only
AUDIO ||| AUDIO g AUDIO TEXT

Nihongo Spirit ‘BZ-E;‘:_%;\‘E’

Was the Japanese
Language Created by the
Japanese Environment?

AR Bx o Bt

Ic A T IEA 5D
nihonngo ha n/honn no fuudo

b5 EEhic?

2
kara umareta ?

1. Recent studies have shown that birds use
different types of sounds to communicate their
intentions, using their calls as if they were
words.

EE D W% <. S
EARA ITAEWD ‘)
kinnnenn no kennkyuu de, tori ga
=] )] BEEEZ LAWSLE ZEZ
s Lwad0 o)
oto no shurui wo iroiro to kae,
BES % ERDESL Bl 15T
T TR C on
nakigoe wo ko oba no you ni tsukai Wakete
BEE % EATWS ZEn
[ Dfe
ishi wo tsutaete iru koto ga

bh->TEZFLL

wakatte ki mashita.

3. These various different sounds evolved into
languages. Just as different species of birds
have different ways of singing, it is thought that
human languages have developed and become
different depending on ethnicity and local envi-
ronment.

ID&S> % TETEL :%75‘.97?: ;E‘tﬁ*
kono you na samazama na (—kotonatta oto ga
s B NeE A LEL
Th T LAD )
genngo he to shinnka shi mashita.
5 D # = lc&>T BEAEH
&y LwsdL A )
tori no shurui ni yotte nak/kata ga
£45% £l A D B .
& U& ZEF

kotonaru you ni, hito no kotoba mo,
K Ik » i IR OIR IT&oT
HhTL SEWEDNAEELD )
minnzoku ya chiiki kannkyou ni yotte
% ZE L. Eofc T lKE>Twok
lEofc> 5H AT , )
hattatsu shi, chigatta genngo ni natte itta

& EZLHNET,
HAD
to kanngae rare masu.

2. It is thought that human beings too, before
we had languages, made a variety of different
sounds in order to communicate.

B X 5 &5k g1 @ AN B
ZEE DhH ) R CABWL
kotoba wo tsukau you ni naru mae no Jinnrui
. TETE & g & LT
B =30

mo, samazama na oto wo hasshite
A2z — /El/’E'c‘:OTL‘TL &
ZHwITlF—L &

komvun/ke shonn wo tofte ita to
Ih\bh ij-o

omoware masu.
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4. It can be assumed that how people think and
feel about each different location is reflected in
the process of language formation.

E &EH &Y IirDo B 2 T,
AT S HTL
genngo ga naritatsu katei de,
Tt L D E E O ZZ A *
&5 Cwodh DAD D
tochi goto no Jjuuminn no kanngae kata ya
. DHY A H K B EThTW3
A i [FAZW
kokoro no ari kata ga hannei sarete iru
39 TT,
hazu desu.
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JAPANese Cultural Journey

HAS LD

I 1Eh b[u h

HARETERE RS

?_" E5 & TW» ¥ bh W

(Japanese as Culture
Assessment Questions)

HA% W

Highlights: Japanese Tea

>

1. ?\@if%%ﬁifi%h‘%b%? FENTY

Thbe b b0k GUTAULS BB Be

i

Which type of Japanese tea is produced in the
greatest quantities?

@O pi %k Sencha
HfABER
@ k #%.Gyokuro
£5<'3
®1%5 U?%?/Houjicha
@ % ;;iléék/ Genmaicha
2. THA) LR EAREBAEATT D,
5% 4

What kind of tea is “maccha?”

ﬁ@]ﬁ’i;u%f;u%h%%“

C E3 AN E
@%/”J'Jttﬁ(f’cﬁftmﬁ%ﬁak%éJe“(*’ ARIRICL
EXARD 1F31ES %2 ShEDLES

e D
@%ﬁ%%ﬁﬂkbt m
FhU &S

L\‘Bbi/u
D Tea sold from a Vendlng machme.

(2) Specially cultivated tea leaves dried and
turned into powder.

(3 Tea made from new shoots.

(@) Tea made from the leaves that come out
after the first tea leaves have been picked.

- ISR —F BV LS ﬁﬁ(&b% tvbns

WolFATE BABY WBIFA

%%@mﬁﬁﬁﬁf?#
W BAE A E

At what temperature is sencha generally best
drunk?

) 50~60F§/50~60°C
@ 60~70f§/60~70°c
® 70~80F§/70~80°C
@ 80~90F§/80~90°C

43*0,#0)%??3‘52& ODc"Li& ZTIh,

TOWEA  ITERAVS
Which is the No.1 tea producing prefecture in
Japan?
@ %’ﬁ\li_{ﬂ/ Shizuoka

@ fi} I/ Saitama

Tz

® [ 11, Okayama
BHPE

® %Il Kagawa
B

5. &&Lbii’oﬁtfi’z_bfﬁ*ﬂi ﬁ%m&biﬁ‘ ﬂfzzlidt ]

2> FOLAEL febr oL WD

& ’éh% C &i Lig:C’d‘b‘

Sado is the art of seeking enlightenment
through drinking tea. What is the most import-
ant aspect of this tea ceremony?

,ng%j@ﬁ%Uﬁ/ The choice of tea room
@BORALEMD T AN Caring for the tea bowls
B Brebh T W
@:I%ﬁ@ g ’Cg\':;/ The way the tea is made

@& T LDy The spirit of hospitality
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AUDIO j AUDIO |AUDIO
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only

TEXT

Behind _{lze Scenes
% 0)%@1

Japanese Tea Becoming
Fashionable Around the
World

R T BV LCHE

society/world

HAR

Ic FAB»

Sun/origin/tea

1. Foreign Student (hercinafter FS): Since
Japanese tea is healthy, in recent years non-Jap-

anese have also started drinking it. In terms of

tea, what kinds are available?

B o®ExE UTF.9) A& X ik
D S>H <0 WwWhH e IZIFAB®
detain/learning/(person) with this/below

g RlckwZE H5 i F N E A
FAT S Ehhh BT Ch
persistence/ease near/year outside/country/person
Ic% %ﬂ)ﬂih% 2K BYELL,
BEIE EAGEEND $H% D TT H,
5 Lips0

species/sort

2. Teacher (hereinafter T): Most tea produced in
Japan is ryokucha (green tea). Sencha — typical-
ly made by steaming, crumpling, and drying tea
leaves — accounts for two thirds of total produc-
tion.

& £ WOUTF % EI X T X ETh3
TAEL whH ghA CIEA TOWEA
ahead/(person) life/bearing
BED FEAEDY B B O TI, FE=%E
5% D&{Bp 5
green/tea tea/leaf
LT HAT BB T€Z  — BHn5
& £3) DAZD - WLWoEATE
drought/parching one/carrier/[adjective ending]
8 ET2K3 RN £ & )]
HFLNES TAL® ThAL
manufacturing/method roasting/tea total/body
3 HD2%E HEBHTVET,
Th XA L L
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J-SKIT (JAPANese Specific Knowledge Inside Texts)

3. FS: Gyokuro (high-grade green tea) is deli-
cious, but how is 1t made?

B 'E& & Bl T9 b\
> T3

Jjewel/dew
ED LSl DLKBDTThH,

4. T: Gyokuro is made from shoots that have
been covered for about 20 days by reed screens
or straw. By blocking out the sunlight bitterness
is reduced and the taste is improved.

£: E B 3IVR ® 75 T
Tth E&B LT D5

H & FE Bok hEE
FoHhhA ESES) LA &

day/interval new/shoots
B K_IZLET, B %% TZ¥D
FAY &S o3
pr/m/t/ve/mater/als day/llght
Z&T ,,s ﬂ:‘kb‘ DL, SEKH
9< &
bltter/taste

BMLET,
ES

5. FS: I’ve heard the words ichibancha and ban-
cha, what kinds of tea are these?

g [—FF ‘&R WS EFED

V> WbidAbd EhBR ZEE
firstnumber/tea number/tea word/leaf

Eajl%i?‘ . EATK 3%?5 TY b

From December issue, 2015201551285 &K Y
Bk HOT5
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Shibuya
— the Heart of Tokyo

I«s@ - ﬁ:‘ﬁ@ I:F'tl\

L3 ES5ELS BwS5LA

Maria STOROZHEVA (Female, Russia)
U7 - A bOEN (ZE OV7)
Cagn

hen you come to Tokyo, the first

s " / place I would recommend you visit

is Shibuya. When I arrived in Tokyo

several years ago, the streets around Shibuya

Station became the place which made the

strongest impression on me and I consider it to

be the heart of Tokyo: young, dynamic, boister-
ous, and iconic.

K Rkﬂ%é@?ﬁ:% *L?b\%%)]h.@bﬁb\%)ﬂmi

EDEED fel Tl &

fdh ’6'(3“0 ﬁﬁﬂz Hljbc_ﬂ\b‘ﬁﬁ h_;lét}_’_ 35 Hﬁ%

FAbleL E2F&D &

3§b‘5ﬂg%%mbi'ﬁ.fmﬂﬁ&b‘¥ Y ER A JBODLD’C

o2& WAL ELE LAR®ZAELWINA &H

#h Li%;h‘ﬁao)ﬂlﬂlutc‘:%z‘(b\i‘i i A

u—l

DL E5EE3B95 LA DA DHEHD
75‘%%5 ZAFIvIT, ICERHNT, f}b‘blﬂ@

T,

The most famous
thing in Shibuya 1is
probably the statue
of the faithful dog
Hachiko, who wait-
ed for his deceased
master at the sta-
tion for years. If
you don’t know the
story, please watch
the movie “Hachi:
A Dog’s Tale” star-

ring Richard GERE.

The original story,

involving Professor UENO Hidesaburo and his
dog, actually happened in Japan between 1920
to 1930. Now the statue of Hachiko waiting for
his owner is a famous meeting spot.
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Readers' Contributions Section
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If you were impressed by Hachiko’s story, I
have more interesting information for you.
While the statue is still at Shibuya Station,
Hachiko himself in stuffed form, can be found
at the Natural Museum of Nature and Science
at Ueno, Tokyo, and not many people (even the
Japanese) know about it.

1\9’—/\0)nﬁb<.’=ﬁf%7&mb‘7‘1}\k Fe-okBELAV
25 W@l hABHL S

1 ﬁ@%oiﬁon%ﬂwguitﬁﬁwuﬁo

C&D1ED LEA®ZAE

ES RN u<%k&ot$%@n%“#!%%§é
M Ol - B THBNEELS

|
E<ARDDA EDELSS3Z D L

ZNE. (HAANTID) %( EHOEEA,
0 ic @A Th X3

If you walk a little bit further from the station
and reach the Cross Tower building, you will
find a monument to OZAKI Yutaka. He was a
popular musician among young pepople, but
now he is loved by people of all ages. He cre-
ated highly emotional and powerful songs and
passed away at the peak of his career in 1992.
Please try to listen his most famous songs:
“The night of 15,” “Graduation,” and “Sherry.”
They were all inspired by the emotions and
struggles of young people who are just embark-
ing on their adult lives.
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AKiri’s Special Japanese Lesson

Different Intonations for
Words that are Spelt the
Same in Glomaji

ﬁn—??ﬁ
lo)) Hbﬁ

Bk «_“

A A

In the Japanese language, one sound
corresponds to one word composed of a
combination of vowels and consonants.

H$ . !ﬁa¥ @ﬁ%AbﬁT%Wéh
%19@;k19®5#ﬁmbiﬁo

9T ~io)

Also, there are multiple words with the
same spelling in Glomaji, but different
meanings.

E 7“1:#—??’6‘5] CDoD T%%ﬁ%b‘j‘%&%

SUBNB G ELETOT, T oY PR
JEL& 9,
Example ./ :

nwn

[ame] (1) rain (2) candy
[hashi] (1) chopsticks (2) bridge (3) edge

When words that are spelt the same, but
have different meanings, arise in conversation,
Japanese speakers indicate meaning by using
different accents.

H A GEaG#4 1 K%@EPLLHLOODT ”ﬂib‘

ICIEA T DL Hoy H Th B
7&/%@
‘575\

%E ?5( ff’é“%ﬁ W55 L&,

TIZAETL Teh

ﬁ%%%i L ‘9“

WH o ECTW
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Text: MORISHITA Akiri

Super Japanese Language Coach Master
After learning Chinese (Mandarin) and Cantonese,
Akiri worked with speech software (speech
recognition / speech synthesis), branding, and
marketing for overseas markets in the commercial
sector
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[ame]

(1) rain:a ~ me

0,0,0

070

(2) candy : a /" me

% Reference: New dictionary of NHK Japan Ianguage pronunciation accent

2 % NHKEIZ!K

7”7t‘/ hETEE S
Eh i/w LALTA
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KUNIHIRO Saori

Conveying the Appeal of Hiragana
Characters through Accessories

KUNIHIRO Saori | Calligrapher, Artist ‘7 U
5.7 B
3T
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Calligrapher and artist KUNITHIRO Saori makes % x Tr = 7a_m;tf A b o @ JE;) ’f{\i& ShlE UEN B = '\('L\ 1) o

accessories that use hiragana as a motif. From the EF T LT oYU — E%Uﬂ? LTwEd, .f‘;é/u g J ta- i
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I wanted to do a job where I could interact more =~ L®>L&<
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rather than being a member of an organization. g iz x4 c /UT 55 D{:t%% Lz & ® LE f= &
When I thought about it, calligraphy, which I was =~ 5&<¥2 =< e
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Working in Japan

Thinking up Ideas for Toys and Delivering
Them to the People of Asia
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‘ | HUANG Lemiao Asian Marketing | Tomy Company, Lid.
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http://www.takaratomy.co.jp
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