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JAPANese Road
The online event, “AnimeJapan 2021” will be held

Nihongo Spirit /EI ZIS i & 22
PSS on March 27 and 28. During these two days, there
- Multi-Level Text Notes for Reading 2 will be 54 items on the program, including perfor-
the Maaazine / ZILFLARILTF XKD .
~ & nk mances onstage from popular anime characters and
JAPANese Cultural Journey / Ei 2!§L ji{f@fﬁﬁ 25 a “Cosplayers’ World” event, in which participants
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learn how to cosplay. Events from both days can be

viewed through archive streaming. Tickets for one

JAPANese Living day cost 3,800 yen, while two days costs 7,300 yen.
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Japan Products  srix>
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Cherry Blossoms Toukaken Co.l Ltd. / *) Ef%?i 3=k
in Full Bloom Boxed Lunch

\ This ekiben is sold at Odawara Station in Kanagawa
*Eéiﬁl’aﬁﬁ%'\‘/uko his ekib Id at Od g
&< ADWIEE &

Prefecture. Available for a limited period until the end

& toukaken.co.jp of April, it is “ohanami” themed. Ohanami is an event

that is much loved by Japanese people, during which

Ekiben: boxed lunch sold at train stations . . . .
A RTREINTUVEHE Y they enjoy food and drink while looking at the cherry

ZERNA AT FARW NAED

blossoms. It contains rice that is seasoned with cooked
bamboo shoots and 12 dishes including a dessert. It
costs 1,100 yen including sales tax.

/J\Eﬂﬁi%R (*ﬁi,—r\}“ =) TﬁﬁménTb\%%R#o

Hh5RF AN [FAFWV
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ST kD theme
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[E32) dessert 3< LA Fn

1,100 4 (#A)
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Cutting Board Shows This is a cutting board that has measurements on it
You Know How to Cut that act as a guideline on how to cut ingredients and

v " \ how large each cut should be. Even if you're at a loss
YYEBDDBHY T 1 TR— F

cutting board as to how to follow the slicing instructions from a reci-
& www.auxltd.co.jp pe, you will be able to do it correctly by looking at this
cutting board. Eleven different kinds of cuts, including

“quarter-round cuts” are illustrated on it. The edge is
made of a non-slip material while the board itself con-
tains an anti-bacterial agent. It measures 21.3 centime-
ters in length, 30.3 centimeters in width and 0.6 cm in
depth. It costs 1,300 yen.
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Spotlight
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Enjoy the World of Godzilla at this Theme Park

AVSOERDBELHZT —V/IN—7

£ AL

A life-sized Godzilla attraction at the anime theme
park “Nijigen no Mori” has become popular. Visitors
to Nijigen no Mori, which is located inside Hyogo
Prefectural Awaji-Island Park, can experience the world
of two dimensional content, such as animation, comics,
and games, against a stunning natural backdrop. First
released in 1954, “Godzilla” is popular movie franchise.
This attraction opened last October.

PZANR=DTZI5Y /EY, D, EYRIIZD

animation park CoxD27rEW

FhSUv3 /7’3\)&1?@“0 VY /EVYIZEEERIT

attraction V&5 T HFADD

u&E%%ﬁl@EPh_EE’O\ ED\EE,.“O)EP‘C b

HbH L LEIS XA B

FAD T—LE L\')T__d\TE:I/T/‘/ODﬁE?%EW

game Ic LA contents 2 Hn 2w

%ﬁT%iﬁ'o T2, 131954 Ek’&ﬁﬁéh?&%

Zo53HW w50

Y- X{bén'c'\,\%)\—uﬂ% ‘C?OHJ N7

series ICA & 20 D

@H'F-ﬂf 10 AlcA—7> L& U .

T<BA ho open
Participants become researchers “National Awaji-Island
Institute of Godzilla Disaster” where they carry out an
original mission. On the zip line, which uses a pulley to
allow you to slide down a wire, participants can choose
to either glide by within a striking distance of Godzilla or
to jump into his mouth.

&R TE r._LZI VIKRBER K ty—) TH R

TA D Le Z<h HH L LETAZTRS center FTAZ®S

BO—BIRD, AUIFLOREBEETLES, BE

VA WELA original TVWIS

%1%9‘('7417 7&?“’\0B¢D%>/‘/7’74/‘Cczt 7J[I

wire zip line

%63:]55@?“(%&2&%’: :’E@“%)II N ]/7@[1

course

GDEFV\ O:&/U‘CL\CI XaJé:Bbb\% Oi‘g“o

theme park

Visitors can also enjoy “shooting” at cells that fly out of
Godezilla with a special gun or can immerse themselves in
the world of the Godzilla Interception Operation through
a powerful original story at the “Theater”

]“9“575\5?&'1%5([./7‘::[‘ 'Sz EROETED

TWIES  HA LD Lwd >

a2 — 74/71’\5 733%#')/%»%\ )——7T

shooting story

3/7111_]%1’@560)1?9?%%;&%% Y75 —113& %'E'\

FOWFET<EA B BLHA U theater

LHET,

The park also offers other attractions based on popular

» <«

animations, such as “Crayon Shin-chan” “Naruto,”
and “Boruto.” This spring, to commemorate the 35th
anniversary of the popular game Dragon Quest, there
will be a new attraction called “Dragon Quest Island: Big
Devil Code and the Beginning Island.”

ﬂ/\—7P§L<.LiA —LT:X 'NARUTO- #JL bk -5 ¥

50
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Admission to the park: free of charge | 7\ E

Entry to GodZzilla Interception Operohon 3 800 yen/odulr |
AYZME EBOTRSI 2 BE KA 3800 1

TM & © TOHO. CO., LTD

Nijigen no Mori / =345V /€Y —

nijigennomori.com
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s Review

Things That Increased &
Things That Decreased
Because of Covid-19

:Dj- -6 S\ifc zE)@s

Z A K
korona de fueta mono,
o HD
hetta mono

1. Every day, lost items are brought to the
Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department’s Lost
and Found Center.

FLLB &S L2452 -g“/?—
keishichou ishitsubutsu senm‘é—
<& FWick Lo H
ni ha mainichi otoshimono ga

EETFBENET,

todoke rare masu.

2. Especially, after a long vacation, so many
items are brought there that they sometimes do
not have enough shelf space for it all.

&< BHWLPTH D hHe
toku ni nagai yasumi no ato ha
BB Y. fei i
ooku natri, tana ni

HEFY ES5 L

osamari kira nai

ZEBLBY EY,

koto mo ari masu.

Audio is available for the digital version'

/'?M/HE

BRI ‘ Multi-Level Texts
S'Pao
|Notes forReading "Fi#/ (A=) — P24|

4. Also, because there have been fewer people
working overtime, there has been a drop in the
sales of energy drinks.

Ffe. TATFES5TS UED
mata, zZanngyou suru hito ga heri,
FU>VoEN @O SUHIFE ANV FELT
E AL

dorinnku zai no

Y

uriage mo heri mashita.

5. Because there are now fewer opportunities to
meet people, sales of chewing gum designed to
combat bad breath and refresh the mouth have
also gone down.

vE EHS  FEHOLDH ~of: fz&b.
hito to au kikai ga hetta tame,
<BED (A BEZAIRY
kuchi no nioi wo osae tari
)7Lwvad3 e D AL D
DinoLw oy
rifuresshu suru tame no gamu no

SUBITF b AW ELf

uriage mo heri mashita.

3. However, due to the influence of Covid-19,
there were fewer lost items.

Lol Jor 0 zLEsS T
shikashi, kLorong no eikyou de,
LB Y F L

otoshimono ga heri mashita.

6. By contrast, sales of garlic have increased.

WL&ESTEIIR SUBIFH JZALDIE.
taishouteki ni uriage ga fueta no ha,

IChlc T,

ninnniku  desu.
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New Expressions & Buzzwords

AFY— bET/

- & U b O
utor/ to piano

Street Piano

1. This refers to a piano that has been left in a
public place, such as a train station, so that any-
body can play.

BR BE A H 0B I BOTHY.
AE IDEED 74 H

eki nado koukyou no ba ni oite ari,
# TH BB KT/ DTETY
Tn [6) UHD

dare demo hikeru piano no koto desu.

2. In the past few years these have appeared all
over Japan and now more and more people have
been making videos of performances and shar-
ing them on social media.

TR ET 2 EH &HIc
ITo5hA AT B

koko suunenn de zennkoku kakuchi ni

/NOUR BEETBIHRTE

[0} ARZD £57

hirogari, ennsou suru yousu wo

B &l L. SNS T

ESH ATAHBAT

douga ni shi SNS de

217 9% A B B2 FLE,

Lz U& S

shea suru hito ga fue mashita.

asease

Ase-ase (Sweat sweat)

1. This term, which is mostly used by young
women, refers to a state of being in a sweaty
hurry.

£-5T F 2HLTWS BFE & L.
Ht bt £259 HoHD
aseltte ase wo kaite iru yousu wo arawashi,
Xl BN MBI FELATVET,
ESEIN b C&EL - Db )
omoni  wakai josei ni  tsukawarete i masu.

2. It can be used like this: “Sorry I'm late. Ase-

2

ase.

;;;%h? THERA, HEDEI DESIC
“okurete sumimasenn. asease” no you ni
BN FET,
2h
tsukai masu.

3. Many street pianos are colorfully painted.

%L D AFU—=rFET/ B HhZ77IVIC
F:SES) TEU—ETUHBOD "o 5B
ooku no sutori-to piano ga karafuru ni
’\zf\/i FEATWVET,

peinnto sarete i masu.

10

3. It is said that people have begun to verbalise
emojis and that this term 1s a good example of
this trend.

BX=F T & LT WL
ZA8C HobH

emoji de arawashite ita
& &, I:ItutHL,‘C;icl:')tg Ao )
koto wo, kuch/ ni dash/te iu you ni natta

EVDLbhTWETY,

to iwarete i masu.

lllustration: YOSHIDA Shinko /1 5 X b : E.E HLAT


https://hiraganatimes.com/japanese-text/202104/010.pdf
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/010.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/e-010.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/j-010.mp3

English Japanese
Japanese English Japanese only
AUDIO g AUDIO j§//AUDIO TEXT

Current Topics
ALVEFFEYIR

hhht EUKT

National Budget Focuses
on Post Corona Recovery

o7 %1 (€
g b EbhE

Cw>Th
juutenn ga okareta

ERFE

Zo & Th

kokka’yosann

1. In Japan, generally, the fiscal year begins in
April. The national budget for the financial year
in 2021 has been set at a record high of 106.6
trillion yen. With the addition of a supplementa-
ry budget, this comes to about 125 trillion yen.

BHx o &) F£EIE &8 ¥ 4 H
IZEA DT A E 25L& LHD
nihonn no  (kaikei) nenndo ha tsuujou shigatsu
5 fEEY FT, 2021 HE
FC ICEBAICCW S WERA L
kara hajimari masu. nisenn nijuuichi nenndo
D EXFE & BE = X T
Zoh & EA H T EOEW
no kokka’yosann ha kako sa/da/ de
1066 3k A, BMETH %
U <AL TABLEELD RA FEOEEA
hyaku roku tenn roku chou enn. hosei’yosann wo
295 & 125 kK B ERYET,
&< U%<ICCwITEED A A

fukumeru to hyaku nijuugo chou enn to nari masu.

2. Within the 19.2 trillion yen of the supple-
mentary budget, 4.4 trillion yen will be used to
prevent the spread of Covid-19. Post coronavi-
rus economic recovery measures come to 11.7
trillion yen.

HIEFHE D 19.2 =
FEWKEA Co2F 2 TRICBEEDAA

hosei’yosann no Jjuukyuu tenn ni chou enn ha,
i B o) o i, K B LE I

DENES L

LADTE T3 7% \ o
kakudai boushi ni

shinngata korona no

44 3k BB BT 5N,
FATAFAE LD ZA
yonn tenn yonn chou enn ga ate rare,
JO0r# o BAENEI
AT FOEWeWEL
korona go no keizai taisaku ha
11.7 Jk M Y ELf.
CwoWBTAKRITE L&D AA

Juuichi tenn nana chou enn ni nari mashita.

3. Although the “Go To Travel” campaign is
thought to have contributed to the third wave of
coronavirus infections, one trillion yen has been
included in the supplementary budget in order
to restart the campaign.

Fre. Go To |~7’\)li FrooN—UH
T—E5-EH5RB EPAXN—A

mata, “Go To toraberu” kyannpe-nn ga
mlnby T ZIRIC = 75_—5171
A% fEOERIE AN e
korona daisannpa ni eikyou wo ataeta fo
RSNTWVWET H WHIEFH N
H* FEWKEA

mirarete i masu ga, hosei’yosann ni ha,
FroN—r BHEHODRHD
ERPAN—A TOHW
kyannpe-nn saikai no tame no
1 JE FBH EMETNTWVET,
Wo2E&35%A 2lavs)

icchou enn ga tsuika sarete i masu.

4. There was an outcry from opposition parties,
who said the money should be used to support
the healthcare system.

F R H5 . ZzD ﬁ &
% t 2 /5\
yatou kara ha, sono bunn wo
E & & H [El9 NEf &
W k5700 EX o)

iryou taisei ni mawasu beki da to
B kX D HY FLT
DK AL

tsuyoi hanntai ga ari mashita.

1
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Explanation of JAPANese Test Questions

JAPANese Test(DEF‘iLLﬁ?'%uH Be
A 2Ly D80

/In3|ght into the Subject
FHOF=

Ly W =495 {5}

National Budget for the
Coronavirus Crisis

a074H o Eléx%%

o bH

korona ka no kokka’ yosann

1. People are taking a growing interest in how
the national budget of 106.6 trillion yen for the
fiscal year 2021 will be spent.

2021 HEOD E RFHE.
ICBAILC W BhA L o &K EA
nisenn nijuuichi nenndo no kokka’yosann,

1066 & F n  fEhhA i
U< AL TABLEEDRA o Hfe
hyakuroku tenn roku chou enn no tsukawarekata ni

B D H £F) Tl
A LA »HD

kannshinn ga atsumari mashita.

2. Of particular interest is the five trillion yen
that has been earmarked as a reserve fund for
countermeasures against Covid-19. Japan’s total
expenditure on coronavirus countermeasures is
the second largest in the world after the United
States.

F B I a0+ X R )
5w 3%< A% felhE<
chuumoku ha korona taisaku no
Fi5 & ELT 5 Jk /@ b
LU U ThE&DAA
yobi’hi fo shite go chou enn ga
i b EThik Z T9,
FWOLC&D

keijou sareta koto desu.
A& D J0F7 % KREOD gLl =
IZEA ZAFEVWELCD Z5hH<
nihonn no korona taisaku’hi no sougaku ha,
TAYA  IKRWT  HR S22 T
H&HYDH 2 B H0ENT b
amerika ni tsuide Sekai dai ni i desu.

3. In addition, two trillion yen has been set
aside as a dedicated fund for realizing a car-
bon-free society. The government says it will
continue to support technological development
of hydrogen, next-generation storage batteries,
and other technologies.

B, B EFHE =B 0
) o fkth T LeH0 CDIFA
sarani, datsu tannso shakai Jitsugenn no
E& (iﬁ"’ﬁﬁ) ELT 2 Jk HH
TEA LA U LEA IEB&DRA
kikinn (junnbi’shikinn) to shite n/ chou enn ga
it B ThEL an"tat\ K&E P
FLOC&D Rcy AN TWE
keijou sare mashita. seifu ha, Suiso ya
R fE BB GED H I PAEE
CHEEWNELTAS F L DHhLMED
Jisedai chikudennchi nado no gijutsu kaihatsu wo

i T o e
IFWNZELTE
keizokuteki ni

X8 IS5 ELTWVETY,
LAA

shienn suru to shite i masu.

4. A budget has also been given to the Digital
Agency, which will be established in September
2021 to realize the digitization of government
administration, which Japan has fallen behind
with.

ENT W3 T B TI2)IUE
&< TEOBELTL A D
okurete iru gyousei dejitaru’ka
lZmFT 2021 F 9 B I
& ICEAICCw D WBRA < HD
ni mukete nisenn nijuuichi nenn ku gatsu ni
Bl &% FE LTW3 (724210 T 1
Zo5¥D> FTn TLfe®d bB&D
sousetsu wo yotei shite iru "dejitaru chou"
I 3} T*%\, N DiFsh &Lk,
ni mo yossnn ga  tsukerare mashita.

5. The biggest amount in this year’s budget
is 35.8 trillion yen for social security, which
makes up one third of the total.

S FEETEH T &= EH KEL DI,
Zhhh & LK ER 28 B
konnnenndo’yosann de mottomo ookii noha,
it EsREE O _ 358 J_F
LehWMEL&ST TARLWOITETAIFEDEEDAA
shakai hoshou’hi no sannjuugo tenn hacchou enn
T, 240 3595901 % G £7,
ThAEWD TS WB L
de, zenntaino  sann bunn no ichi wo shime masu.

13


https://hiraganatimes.com/japanese-text/202104/013.pdf
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/013.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/e-013.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/j-013.mp3

Japanese
Japanese only

AUDIO TEXT

English
Japanese

English
AUDIO

Protest Against the
“Consent of Silence”

2 0D ﬂ,la

ES W

ch/nnmoku no doui”

D sk

‘—9&.

heno kougi

1. In February, MORI Yoshiro, President of the
Tokyo Olympic Committee and Paralympic
Games, made a remark that could be interpreted
as being contemptuous to women, saying meet-
ings with many female attendees would take too
much time.

2 Blk. R ®m FUvEYY - NNZUVEYY
) ESEE3BUVATSL ESUATSL

ni gatsu ni, toukyou orinnpikku pararinnpikku
B BEAHEBZEES = 2k O
TLOE tL\b‘L\ ZLEW L\/wb‘L\ PWE &S

kyoug/ taikai soshiki iinnkai kaichou no
Fx EHREN HHEH BV SHERE
LU LLAD L C&eL F:SF:S) hhE
mori yoshirou shi ga, Jjosei ga 00i kaigi ha
A HDHDHLD & M ER
LA CaeixoL
Jikann ga kakaru to, josei besshi
& End E ZzLELL

[EDFA ) )

to toreru hatsugenn wo shi mashita.

16

2. While in office as Prime Minister, Mr. Mori
once made a statement, before an election, in
which he practically welcomed voting absten-
tions, saying he would like those uninterested in
elections to say so and go to bed.

# KX MEX B LSAAS B’
LU L Z2 Y 1IELWCA CrEwn TAEL
mori shi ha souri daijinn Jidai, sennkyo
g1, B ¥ B D B A
EV A TAEL DA LA

mae ni, sennkyo ni kannshinn ga nai h/to ha
EITE R A 27T
HA LA ) (A
kannshinn ga nai to itte
:TET LE->T<nhiF L &L
nete shimatte kurere ba ii to,
BE Lk i %= BEFIBLOE
CCD2LC&D ElFh EFfe

Jijitsu jou kikenn wo kitai suru youna
¥ ExlLE BEHLHY T,

lEDIFA ol

hatsugenn wo shita kako ga ari masu.

3. Although Mr. Mori retracted his sexist
comment and apologized, as his remark went
against the Olympic Charter, which embraces
gender equality, he continued to be roundly crit-
icized.

K HER B E % WM E LT
HYL L EXD EDF To2H0
mori shi ha  sei sabetsu hatsugenn wo tekkai shite
#ELELE P ThiE JzIV48—0
LeEl ) CzxAR—
shazai shimashita ga, kore ha jennda- no
T F % 21> B | E_IC
U&o5E5 THAITALED
byoudou wo utau gorinn kennshou ni
gg% & EIFLWL ?H: =I=|J ik HmEFLL.

o))
hannsuru to, hageshii h/hann ha tsuduki mashita.
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apanese
History g Makers

HAYRD 7]
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|_ Japanese Women Who Protested
Against Nuclear Bombs
FREIEZRA - BEDOLETD

Fh < FA L 3of [ 79 Cs €L

(1954 ~ 1955)

Mothers’ Grassroots
Movement Moved the
Great Nations

Taikoku o/wo ugokashita hahaoya tachi no kusanone undou
b < iiE BP < 5h &>

*xE % BhH L BEf5 0 Z0iR &

© People around the world were shocked as level seven radiation leaks at the Fukushima nuclear power plant
were reported following the Great East Japan Earthquake. @ Many may even believe that the Fukushima acci-
dent is Japan’s third such nuclear disaster, following those of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. © But in fact, there
was another unfortunate nuclear accident in which Japan was forcibly involved in. @ That started on March 1,

1954.
Higashi Nihonn dai shinsai no ato ni Fukushima genshiryoku hatsudensho de
OB L ICIFA TSL\L/@:L(\ BHe SLLFIFA LY &L Li’)f/ubéi
O ®F BX REX D % I ®ERERFHh REFM T
(the) Great East Japan Earthquake following (the) Fukushima nuclear power p\am at
reberu nana no houshanou more ga houdousare, sekaijuu no hito ga
NN 3% 5% £39) L,’PUD’) F5&E5 E£HnCrw > vE
LNV 7 @ 1 5 £ BN D HEETN, R 5 0 A B
level seven radiation leaks were reported [and] around the world people
shougeki o/wo ukemashita. Ookuno h/to ga Fukushima no jiko wa/ha, Hiroshima,
LESIFE > ALLE L UALE
&H B EZRIIELEK, 9%(0))\13\ BB OSBRI INCN
were shocked (as) many [people] (the) Fukushima accident (those of) Hiroshima
Nagasaki ni tsuzu/duku Nihonn de sanbanme no kaku saigai to omou
BHEE e e i¥h _ EhIFA S H< ZEL(VJ\‘L\ BE_
Z I %< BXxT=%HO B XK E & B>
(and) Nagasaki following Japan’s third (is such) nuclear disaster that  (even) believe
kamo shiremasenn. Shikashi jissai niwa/ha, Nihonn ga maki komareta
2EW lZ &R ES Z
s LhE A, O LhrL % BRIl BAE H EEAENE
may but in fact Japan was (forcibly) involved in
mouhitotsu no fukouna kaku //ko ga arimasu. Sore wa/ha
& 5TD L
£5— D RER % B H HYET, OzZhiX
another unfortunate nuclear accident (in which) there was that
senn kyuuhyaku gojuu yo nen Sann gatsu tsuitachi  ni haj/mar/mash/ta
HTAERSURLTLRIEL RA ThABRDDW B FC
3A1H < mEYVFELE,
nineteen fifty-four [year] March first on started
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https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/018-021.mp3
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Japanese English Japanese only
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Nihongo Spirit ‘B?Zs'g?;ﬁ

Cherry Blossoms are
at the Heart of What it
Means to Be Japanese

1

<5
sakura ha
\
HEA O i
I 1A Ch ZZh
nihonnjinn no kokoro

1. The school year in Japan starts in April, so
many people associate school entrance ceremo-
nies with cherry blossoms.

BAx o 2 KIF 4 B T ®mEY.
IZEA o> L B> (=40
nihonn  no gakkou ha shigatsu  ni  hajimari,
A ¥R EEZIR KEAD A D
w50 LE 0 (6
nyuugakushiki to ie ba takusann no  hito ga
B A *X—Y LET,

&5 WwsH—LC

sakura wo ime-ji shi masu.

a

SR A

3. Some people sense a mother’s warmth in
these gorgeous cherry blossoms.

D EPHE I B OH<bY =
<5 &7 ) (=9¢ )
sakura no hanayakasa ni haha no nukumori wo
EC3 ABWET,

o)V VI [0} ,

kannijiru hito mo i masu.

2. Quite a few schools have cherry trees plant-
ed in their grounds and these can often be seen
floating in the background in commemorative
pictures taken of parents with their children.

LD FROD B R I
BH oI5 Zo2TW ,
00ku no gakkou no koutei ni
- oY o) X 5hT VT,
<K E > )
sakura no ki ga ue rarete ite,
ZhE Ny YL, BFH
o< HP
sore wo bakku ni, oyako ga
X EEIE A =DH Bonvd,
EFhA EDZL ESel7in F
kinenn satsuei suru fuukei ga mirare masu.

22

4. Cherry blossoms are sometimes considered
to be a symbol of romantic feelings. The poet
YOSANO Akiko composed the following:

o IE OXVFvy s o 15 D
<5 AFEAEDL LAL&D

Sakura ha romannchikku na shinnjou no
® _#H &L£Ens & HLHY ET,
L&2B&D )
shouchou to sareru koto mo ari masul.
MAD EHFRKFIE 5 HrFlLk,
H LA fEDHET £ )
kajinn no yosano akiko ha kou yomi mashita.

5. “Early evening moon, Over the flowering
field, I felt somehow, He was waiting for me,
And I came.”

Mzl & i<
“nani to naku

'Et\'l?[' tHF o

=94 40)
ide shi hanano no

ZZBE LT
kokochi shite

B ICFE35
T ES

kimi ni mataruru
'5' B & b5l

SDEFKX
yuuduk/yo kana”


https://hiraganatimes.com/japanese-text/202104/022.pdf
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/022.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/e-022.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/j-022.mp3

JAPANese Cultural Journey
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(Japanese as Culture
Assessment Questions)
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Highlights: Ninja

1. ’%’FC&%’%@ (Jﬁf‘é‘h‘

IL
P) D3 ICAL® WDl

27 @zﬁ{mmf%\

lCAC® VS (&

9 —DOklHbN
(oY L

Kouka is a ninja school. What is the name of
aother famous ninja school?

2. %%c‘ibiﬂ&bi@“?b‘ @% %Ll] nsz
12 Liﬂ@“(@“b‘

W L&D BB

§r\d

b Lﬂ’«*

Although it differs from reality, what color is a
ninja’s costume generally thought to be.
@® X _“black
<%
@ H,white
L3
® #blue
HE
@ 7R red
B

3. AHEOEAL LTELAIBNE EDEITTH,
ICALC» E5 ¢ L Th

What is a well known item in the ninja’s tool-
kit?

@© T 541 throwing star
Lw W iTh
@ BFplasso
- ¥ o)
® {Ek . fireworks
&5 U
@ # poison
&<

4. TDVE ] &:Cif/{’(“‘é‘h‘o
What is “kunoichi?”

® A %@%Jﬁ/ a ninja’s prisoner

[CALC®

@ 2 %@i/a ninja’s wife

ICAL® 2%
® L?.%L%@ﬂ‘\x/a ninja’s boss

@ Lt DR# a female ninja

BAIZICAL®

5. RIBE > 12 L DI AR B B AT PENG
CD Ichl®» & L ThED D3y [EFWNCA

HETI D

n

Which famous haiku poet was rumoured to be

a ninja?

@/ K % KOBAYASHI Issa
@ 5%51%1‘3‘/ YOSA Buson

S

©OF /N1 % / MATSUO Basho

F08H5 FL

@ 1F [ ##, " MASAOKA Shiki

FEBH L &

/~ — N\

124
n
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Japanese
only

English
Japanese

Behind _{lze Scenes
BEG O U

35 Hb

¥ Y
What Did Real Ninja Do?
ERE D BEII

Lo &Ww Itk L»
real/occasion sneak/person

fal%&= LicD b

Tzl

1. Foreign Student (hereinafter FS): I became
interested in ninja through reading “Ninja-
Hattori-kun” and “Naruto” manga. What were
real ninja like?

2 %245 AT, 8) ol

i 20 <0 WhH Ued bl

detain/study/(person)

& Ny k) <Al ©

[CACR &2 &Y

NARUTO—FILEb—1 @ FAb % FEdt
T B & N

2 & I B EzRbEll, EF O

ITALC® Eei;/tgzte % Co&ELw

N % ‘i Ehlt; «3\:) TL/TC b\o

ICALC®

2. Teacher (hereafter T): Ninja were hired either
individually or in a group, by daimyo (feudal
lords) or other influential people.

& & AT %) A EW & A
AL WwhH ghA ICALC® . ckt
ahead/(person) individual/person
R =3 <. x % R

Lw>7fth TV &S
gathering/group great/name
5 h & I HZTWELS,
WL oh

possessing/power/person
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J-SKIT (JAPANese Specific Knowledge Inside Texts)

3. Ninja specialized in two kinds of tasks. One
was to sneak into enemy territory to find out the
situation on the ground, to carry out acts of sab-
otage, or to assassinate leaders.

1’5 I 2 EHE O t= I
nh I LewsdL LcE
species/sort serving/matter
Bl LTWELL —2lE. WE I F
Eoh (6 lEhHna 5&EL
special/-ization break/destruction/craft/make
» EBEAE BETIRD B e
£5 LA HhED &)
pivot/person dark/killing enemy/land

T BUAH KW OB E BY E7.
Lo & TOC &S RES

inside/facts

4. The other was to work like a present day spy;
by pretending to be an ordinary person, they
cooked up plots.

5 —D I 7K o AINA
(6= FAEWD FIEL
present/era
ERMLEELSIC @ E. — A% EEAN
% i¥fes WolEA LA £z8H
one/all/person
i P& *TFLL,
F> 0 < b
cheat/plunder

5. FS: In ninja stories the names “Iga” and
“Koka” often come up. What were they?

7 o E D G i MRE
Vip> ICAC» 1F&L (¥
*(this)/joy

AE; o %HaHh &< HTEET,
Zoh BTER T
*top/joy name/front

il D& TY H%

Th
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https://hiraganatimes.com/japanese-text/202104/026.pdf
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/026.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/e-026.mp3
https://hiraganatimes.com/audio/2021/04/j-026.mp3

AKiri’s Special Japanese Lesson

Four Different Inflections
Used in Japanese

H$%®§G®77kVF

IZ 1BA T

Japanese Pronunciation Is Simple

B 5@5%‘ (i’/“/?"ll/

< Eh T

“The Japanese language sounds different
to English, and it seems difficult to speak
Japanese.” I often hear such comments from
people who are studying Japanese for the
first time. But actually, the composition of
Japanese sounds is simpler.

[H A G 3 SGh &%ah"‘*’)b tr/utb\ﬁﬁ'é‘o)

A T ZAVT W@EOH

ML TS . *JJ&‘)’CEI di;ﬁ%fm%;’éh%ﬁh\

c_O)JZOi’::!)( ]\%JZ <H£<_L§‘§‘ ’C%Eﬁ%bi
Elﬂﬁ%@a@*ﬁ)ﬂibi//?}b&/u‘('é‘o

[T EFA T L& THEL

There are various theories, but in general,
the Japanese language is pronounced by
combining 23 sounds. We have five vowels (a,
1, u, e, 0) and 13 consonants (k, s, t, ¢, n, h, m,
1, g, 7, d, b, p) along with others (j, w, n, g, h).

“__ 3

n : the sound of the kana “n

q: double consonants (create a small pause
before next sound. eg. kitte / stamp)

h: long sound (eg. ko-hi- / coffee)

éi“@itﬁ?ﬁ%b‘iﬁbi@‘h‘ ;E%Ei&:?l;lfﬁ

DK ?‘?Ci 23@572¥ﬁ3}/\b’@_’f%§5b§@_ou9

90)!;5. (a,iue0 & 13DFHE (ks tc,nhm,
& A L oA

r,g87d, b, p. %@%\ G,w,n,q, h) T,

n: i‘?ﬁf (Wuj T%’éﬂhéﬁ)
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Text: MORISHITA Akiri
Super Japanese Language Coach Master

After learning Chinese (Mandarin) and Cantonese, Akiri

worked with speech software (speech recognition /

speech synthesis), branding, and marketing for overseas

markets in the commercial sector.

X: —r T E#H

Th Y LTcsE

E B HAZEI-F - X—/\— JHiE

Z(éb\:ihz LA
b EFE (EEH.LRFEEE SR EEAL
BB3TKE AD5C DREAT LBSEL T BhbhE
X KT BT B _BTE ‘/7 b7 (3I =]
55 HRBOLLEST BA w‘irL
R -EE AR, TV 74/7 <— /77—
ICALE BAELTIER
JIc 1t &,

Cw>C

qif;@% (Oi%%o lﬁ(@%@ﬁﬁb:d\’éfz 5] %
BLE Fx BV

)vh“(i%‘@“ 157J ﬁJ?)

nwy E€o5°T

h: ReE (la’a’:ﬁﬂi@“

B5&58A FL

WLIJ\: d—k—)

Also, in Japanese there is a correspondence
between pronunciation and spelling. Take, for
example, the combination of the consonant
“t” and the vowel “a,” which becomes the
single syllable “ta.” In English, since “a”
has multiple sounds such as “¢i / & / a:,” it is
necessary to learn the pronunciation of each

word when studying it.

ZLlT, EIZIK Li*ﬂ‘:“)'ﬁbh‘ﬂfﬁ Bﬁ!—f*kb‘ék)

EWES DA

N WJm:,t %m}:l ao)fHJ%Ab{i"CZB%
lta] uz,t 190)E.Lb\ffbiﬁ/u 9@’50)%

AEWD AT

Q\%mwajﬁt@ﬁ®ﬁ#ffﬁ%tb it
%?5&%k%%£@§5§%ﬁﬁéﬁgbﬁf
*FT IR,

Basically, you can pronounce the Japanese
language by remembering the types of sounds
it has and reading them according to their
spelling.

HAMNCH AT, FOMEZEATDID O

EF /\f(* (=9 BLE Lwadly BE

WO L?Sbci\ ﬁﬁ’d‘%uc‘:f)‘“(%i'é‘
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PROFILES

Mrs. Anna HOGBERG

Music Unites the World

Mrs. Anna HOGBERG
The wife of the Swedish Ambassador to Japan

ot FTurg ot

<&

N F Y NGt

I

SHBINFVINI—HINOH<O3—) « +N

>c v

Mrs. Anna HOGBERG, the spouse of the Swedish Ambassador
to Japan, arrived in Tokyo in 2019. She graduated from the Royal
College of Music in Stockholm in 1996. Her first job was as a
singing teacher and choir conductor in Windhoek, Namibia. Her
diploma is in Afro-American music -(jazz, pop, R&B, etc.), but she
has always loved classical music and has sung in different classical
choirs at a professional level.

BB BRVI—FTYRERADTF - ~N=IRDZ

595 5 Sweden W L 3 LA

htiZO]gﬁtuif}?\h_ﬂéibto 5’%)&03’199655!5&4_

'Sl 1) i

Zl\“/7/‘l’\)l/ALc_35%Z'71—T/£_L =] ’E“?t'“"% E

Stockholm BESDDBANK VD 2D2F &5

brmi?OFM®ﬁ$uf EZDU4 VNIV TOE

I & =i Namibia Windhoek 20

X HEvE 1B I(D?EE%TLJLO 77Y 733’?7)(')735

iSRSNI U Fike, | T iyl e, = Ml Africa (3L

E(Iv X Ry TR, R&B?Ec‘:) @%{4’&}%ofb\§©‘b\

H< jazz pop

ToETTIy T EREBIKIFET, 7D(Dl/\)bfé§é

classical BAHKL W T professional  level

i7‘¢77/‘/70)A ﬂa HT#HoTEH U

pes 18188
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Working in Japan

We Want our Translations to Give
People a Deeper Understanding of Exhibits

CHO Eunil #8Y=)LEA

CHO Eunil WANG Jueren -  Kyoto National Museum
E '7—/’1 Th F iz A A 5' ﬂﬂ(%gﬂ)ﬁ INWW kyohaku.go.ip/
5& 5 I £8> FT&LLITh



http://www.kyohaku.go.jp/

Revolutionary
Japanese
Study Method

One-on-0One
JAPANese Online Lesson

Our aim is to provide lessons that enable
serious students to master Japanese in a
short time while also having fun. For this we
have created new revolutionary texts that
have been registered with the Japan Patent
Office as a utility model.

Many ordinary schools start out by teaching
Japanese grammar. Is this really effective? We
believe the most important task for master-
ing a language is memorizing vocabulary. If
you know many words you can communicate
easily with Japanese people, since the order
of a Japanese sentence is flexible.

For those starting from scratch, we provide
OneWord communication lessons first and
then move onto sentence building using the
words you’ve learned, helping you to become
communicative in just six months. Students
can master more than 1,000 words with our
unique method.

Take, for instance, the word “eki” (station). eki
is composed of the characters of “e” and “ki.”
The pronunciation is represented by “e” for an
elephant and “ki” for a king (using the first
syllable of each word). Imagine an elephant
having a fierce battle with a king at a
station. You will remember this scene
whenever you enter a station.
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Super J Academy S“ fm ] %ﬁ

supported by
Academy we languages
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[ https://super-j.academy/ |
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